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RE: Repl\ftcj a•Notice of Viol.atioo - NRC Inspection Report 040:.()8903/2019 .. 001 and••:• 

... : : .. : J\lotice of Vioiation; Homestake IVlfoing Company <>f C_aiifornia - Grants :Reclamation .. : 
. • •. : P'roj~ct '"'.' pocket •No. ll4CH>~~03,- license N9, $UA .. 1471 

.. ,,, 

. .Dear Regiona.lAdministrator/: :·•:·: _ .. 
... ' ...... . ... . 

. · Pursuantto the.letter'received-on June t2, 2019 titled NFIC inspection Reporfd4ti:-OB903/2019;. :: : 
001 and.N6ti¢i.ot Violation 1-:fqrti~~take Mining CpQ'ipany of Califor11Ji:t:·(HMC) has prep$;recf the 

. required res'ponses bel<>w: . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Notice of Vi.o]$tions (NOVs)' ar~· provided below \ti it~lics, followed by .th~· H MC respo'ris.1;f:::. 
. . . . . . . 

::· A: · Title 10 of.the_ Qo,d_e of Federal Regulations (10 CFf:li4/J.41(c) states.tha(:~a.ch person · ··· 
... licens_e_d :by the: Commissir;:,n pursuant to the·regulatioris ln this part shall confine his_.: · · · · · · 

poSSfJSSion and use of sou roe or byproduct material to the loc;ations and purpos~s : ; : : 
:. ::.:- authorizediriJhiilicense. Materiaf$Ucense SUA-147:1, Amendmenl'52, L,icense .... 

·: : < : C_or1dition-16 states, in part,. thatb'efore. en.gaging in: atijrac_tiv;ty not pre.Vibf:1Sly assessed 
bythefVRC, the /icensee:s.hall prepare an_d:ft1pord an enviror1riJe,n,tal eva/uatk;,nof s_~ch 

,: . : activity.' . : 

Coritrt!lry to the above, in, late-Februa,Y ot:et!ltly-March 2()19, :thEt• licensee failed to . : : ·: 
... prepate=and rec_ordatienVifOJ]mental eva/uatJbn.befOt:EJ engtig/ttgJn SI) acfjvity}10(:•: ..... . 
· : : •:.: previously_ assef;S,([Jd by the NRq; 't3pecifically, th.e li~eqs_ee added approJ<irr,ately 12-15 .• : · :.. : : ·: 

. . . . ... : gallon_s :of an algaecide to. t~e microfiltration breakfank Jn: the r~veise osmosis system' ... 

. . over:the.:ca.urs~_of approxim_ately 1.5 dar.s:without preparinrrfl:ndrecording an: : ~(:;~l>-7' .: :: •· 
•. ·. envJronmenta} t;J,va/uat1on. _£;... i . • : . ·. 

This. i5.:~Beverity Leyel.fV:ttiolatio~-(~ectiori:B.'.3)· . .... : .. : :f< ll,JVOj; .: 
· Hl\?IC Response: .. 

··Nb1s.:s· 
. :k~N:§¢ 

• .:•HMc• acknowledges the•defipienoy·and has tq.k~n oo.rrective action.in.the :torm:6t: 
procect_urttl ~t~ps that ensuretlla.t:Virtually any charig:e in operat1oni;il :~Y$tems at the . 
·Site is evaJua'ted for the rieed for ·an envir,onmeritaf evaluatio.n :and possibly a SE:RP ·: . 

. , ... 
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Letter to NRC 
RE: Reply to a Notice of Violation Letter 

evaluation (pre-project checklist, weekly site operations meeting, etc.). HMG 
leadership understands the importance of these evaluations and is committed to 
improving our systems to prevent recurrence. Additional professional staff training in 
this area is planned for Q3 and 04 2019. · 

B. Materials License SUA-1471, Amendment 52, License Condition 32 states, in part, that 
the licensee shall follow the guidance set forth in Regulatory Guide 8.31, "Information 
Relevant to Ensuring that Occupational Radiation Exposure at Uranium Recovery 
Facilities will be As Low As is Reasonably Achievable (ALARA)," or NRG-approved 
equivalent. 

Contrary to the above, as of March 21, 2019, the licensee failed to follow the guidance 
set forth in Regulatory Guide 8.31, "Information Relevant to Ensuring that Occupational 
Radiation Exposure at Uranium Recovery Facilities will be As Low As is Reasonably 
Achievable (ALARA)," or NRG-approved equivalent. Specifically, the licensee failed to 
conduct weekly inspections of all facility areas and daily walk-through inspections of all 
work and storage areas to observe general radiation practices, provide three months of 
specialized training to its radiation safety technicians, and conduct fire drills on a semi­
annual basis, as required by Sections C.2.3.1, C.2.4.2.2, and C.3.4 of Regulatory Guide 
8.31 respectively. 

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Section 6.3). 

HMC Response: 

HMG acknowledges the deficiency as listed above and pending NRG approval of a license 
amendment request (LAR) to replace generic citation of NRG regulatory guides in license 
condition 32, HMG is taking corrective actions to address this NOV as follows: 

• Weekly site inspections of all facility areas by the Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) or 
Assistant RSO; 

• Developing documentation procedures for Radiation Sat ety Technician (RST) daily 
walk-throughs of site facilities with potential for exposure to radioactive materials. 

• Documenting that the primary RST (Kyle Martinez) has accumulated over two years 
of relevant higher education at an accredited university (transcripts available upon 
request) which, combined with 53 hours of formal RST training between May 2017 
and March 2018 and his many years of direct RST experience at the Site, qualifies 
Mr. Martinez for the RST _role under RG 8.31 specifications; 

• Implementation and documentation of fire drills at the site immediately upon notice 
that fire drills were required under Regulatory Guide 8.31. Initial fire drill was 
completed on March 22, 2019 with the second drill scheduled on or before 
September 22, 2019. 
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Letter .to NRC • · 
RE: R~plY}() a Notice of ViolC1_tionLetter 

While: acknowledging t~i~ NOV, HMC n()tes that it attemptE}d:tC) pre-empt this deficiency through. 
· submittal of a LAR fo replace generic citation of NRG Regulatory Guides iri LC 32 with reference · • • . 
to HMC'.s upd~(ed Radiation Proteqtion Progrc;1rn:(RPP) Manual. .Tbei ir1J\ial LAR was submitted 

·· on. D.ecember 5, 20H3 Eind subsequently Withdrawn (letter datE3d.Aprif i 2, 2019) c!ifter .... 
· d1scussi()m, \IVit.h NRC regardir,g specific language. An Updated RPP LAR dated june 19, 2019. • • · • 
was re-submitted and is pending NRC review . 

. HMO requests that ttjis NOV remain open pending accept_a;r:-1¢~ by the NRC ofthe: recent RPP 
Manual LAR: Although substantially in compliance with lC 32, HMC recognizes that it cannot 
be completely in compliance pE3nding acceptance ofthe RPP LAR request, which remoyes 
·n1ar:iy of the outda:ted.re.quirements relative to an active•rnill site: . . 

C. Materials License SU.A.~(471, Amendmeniq2; License Cond,itiqrJ 41 states, in parl,that 
the' licensee shall have procedures which wm · evaluate the consequences of the :spill •or 

· ··••. incident!eventagaJnst 10 CFR 20,•$.LJbpart M, and.10 CfR 40.60 reporti~gCriteria. . 
. ' . . . . . 

Contrary to the above, as :of March 21; .2019, the licensee.failed to have procedures.• 
· •. : . : whith will evaluate the •bbnsf!quenpes o{an incident/event against 1 O CFH20, Subpart 

M, and 10 C.Ff340.60 reportingiiriteria. 

This is :a Severity L€!V(}JI IVViolation (SectiQri 6:3) .. 

. HMC Response: : 
.... 

HMG does hot ·understa.nd the\,ioia.tion as <:fescribed by NRCand requests addiUona.l .. 
: expianation for this.N()Vfor failure to foi16w LC 41 requi.renieiits for the reasons below: 

. •· •HMC has.an existing SOP.for.Spjll Reporting and Respoiise{(SOP~21). SOP-21 •. 
(Revision Ai: j 1/26/2018) incl1Jdei.s; provisions for evalUation of the cpns.equences of. 
spiUs or other types qt unplanned· releas.es aga.irist 1 o CFR 80; Subparf M; and 10 · · 

: QFR 40.60 report.ihg criteria. 

'' .. ',. . 
HMC appreciates your consideration of our responses in this matter. If you have any questions,· 
please contactrne via e-mail at dpierce@homestakeminingcoca.com b,('1ia telephone at•· 

· 505.238:9701.' . 

. Respectfully; •. ·· 

······ -~~r.:/P~ 

David W~ Pierce< 
Closure Manager.. : · • • : : 

· · Homestake Mining Company of California .. 
Office: 50.5.287.4456 x34 I <:ell:: 50~?~8.9701 

Copy To: 

R, Untcin, NRC, Bethesda, MD (electronic copy)_ .. : 
< M. McCarthy, Barrick, Salt lake City, Utah (eleetronic copy) ..... 

G. George, Davis, Wright and Tremaii:i~, San Francisco, Califq~i:ila (electronic copy) 
C. Burton, Barrie!<; Henderson, Nevada:(electronic copy) 
R Whicker, Environmental· Restoration· Group, Albu~uerque, New. Mexico .( electronic copy) 
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