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Good morning LTC Stewart,
 
Our staff gathered the following questions up-front and hopefully it will help on the
discussion on the potential meeting in the upcoming weeks.  
 
This is a request for additional information in response to your letter dated October 26,
2018, notifying the NRC of DHA’s intention to apply for a master materials license (MML) in
the next five years and requesting that the Navy and Air Force continue to permit current
Military Treatment Facilities (MTFs) for a period of two years after the MTF is aligned under
the DHA.
 
Please note that by letter dated February 23, 2016 (ML16054A866), the NRC issued an
opinion to the Navy regarding the Navy’s permitting of DHA facilities under the Navy’s
MML.  Specifically, NRC concluded that the Navy is not authorized to permit and should not
have permitted DHA facilities.  
 
In order to formally respond to your request, please submit the following additional
information for our consideration.
 

1.            Once an MTF is “aligned under DHA,” which agency has authority for the use of
licensed materials at the MTF?  Please describe the managerial, administrative,
or other authority over the MTF in detail, including whether any other agency
(the Navy, Air Force, etc.) retains any authority over the MTF.  What is the
transition plan to permit the MTFs under the DHA from the MML permits
(Jacksonville & Kessler) and NRC license (Army)? 

 
2.            It is NRC’s understanding that three MTFs (Jacksonville Naval Hospital, Ft.

Bragg, and Kessler AFB MTFs) have already been transferred to DHA’s
authority.  When did this transfer occur?  What circumstances, if any, prevented
the DHA from submitting a license amendment request before these MTFs were
aligned under DHA?

 
3.            What additional steps does DHA need to take to request to add these facilities to

its broad scope license?  Does DHA need additional resources to support
oversight of these facilities to the DHA broad scope license?  If so, describe
DHA’s plan, including the timeline, to obtain these resources.  When does DHA
plan to submit a license amendment to request that the Jacksonville Naval
Hospital, Ft. Bragg, and Kessler AFB MTFs be added to its broad scope
license?  Please note that any facility that uses radioactive material that is
licensed by the NRC must be listed on an NRC license in order for that facility to
continue to use radioactive material; therefore, DHA should submit an
amendment request to add MTFs to their NRC license prior to the transfer of
these MTFs to DHA’s oversight.  

 
4.            What agreement is in place to terminate the permit or license at the acquired
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MTFs?  What agreement is in place between the DHA, the Army, the Navy MML
and the Air Force MML with regard to those licenses or permits that will be
transferred to the DHA and the MTFs that have already been transferred to
DHA?  For example, which agency has authority to address any violations that
occur before the MTFs have been added to the DHA license but after oversight
of the MTFs has been transferred to DHA? 

 
We are committed to working with you to ensure a seamless transition with the proper
licensing of these facilities without any disruption to the quality of patient care and/or
services.  Please contact Shirley.Xu@nrc.gov if you have further questions or require
clarification. 
 
Respectfully,
Hipo
 
Hipólito J. González, Branch Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Materials Safety Licensing Branch
NMSS/MSST
Tel: 301-415-5637
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