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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
Rhode Island Atomic Energy Commission
16 Reactor Road

Narragansett, RI 02882-1165
Telephone # 401 -874-2600

March 19, 2019
Docket No. 50-193
License No. R-95
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn : Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Subject: Comments from Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center on 10 CFR Part 73 Rulemaking
As a facility affected by this rule making, we are concerned by the recent proposal. We recently
completed the relicensing process (early 2017). During that time, we re-wrote and N RC approved a new
security plan for us that incorporated all of our compensatory measures. Upon reading the changes
being proposed for 10 CFR Part 73, new requirements will now be imposed upon us. These "backfits"
will require us to make changes to our security plan which will have to be reviewed and approved by the
USN RC again. The changes are also very vague and might impose a significant amount of work upon
the facility.
Bullet 1 says, "to the extent practicable, document and maintain current agreements with applicable law
enforcement agencies to include estimated response times and capabilities. " While we do maintain a
MOU with our local law enforcement, asking them to put in writing estimated response times and
capabilities seems a bit much. I very much doubt that they would provide this information and if they did
wouldn't this information then be sensitive information that could potentially require special handling?
How would we make sure that our local law enforcement was handling the sensitive document according
to the NRC requirements? How do they make sure they can always make the times that they put in
writing ... what if there is another incident going on at the same time? What is an inspector looking for
when they examine our MOU? Again the statement is very vague and leaves a lot of room for individual
interpretation which could lead to violations.
Bullet 2 says, "establish, maintain, and implement a threat warning system that identifies specific
graduated protective measures and actions to be taken to increase licensee preparedness against a
heightened security risk." Where are we supposed to get the information that there is a heightened
security risk? My staff are certainly not experts in the area. Again this statement is very vague . How
often do I check for heightened risks? Where do I find out if there are heightened risks? My questions
on this bullet could go on and on.
I am not sure what the point was of making sure we incorporated all of our compensatory measures into
our security plan during relicensing if there were additional aspects that had not been previously
addressed by the NRC staff. While I know research reactors do not fall under "backfit". This whole
process feels very much like one. If there are any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to
contact me at (401) 874-2600.
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Sincerely,

Cameron Goodwin, PhD , Director
Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center
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