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Re: Sea-Level Rise to be Ignored in Florida Nuclear Reactor Licensing Review 

Dear Chair: 

A judicial panel of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission late yesterday agreed to review two measures brought 
by environmental groups on the proposed license extension of the Turkey Point reactor in Florida. But the 
panel, the Atomic Safety & Licensing Board, rejected requests to consider the impact of sea-level rise on the 
plant, which is south of Miami. 

Turkey Point, owned by Florida Power & Light, is the first nuclear facility to seek a license to operate for 80 
years. If it gets the license, it can stay in operation until 2053. The petitions were brought by the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, Miami Waterkeeper, the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy and Friends of the 
Earth. 

This ruling ensures careful consideration of this plant on the American crocodile and its critical seagrass 
habitat. 

If any plant should be planning for the impacts of climate change, it's this one. But, the board is refusing to 
examine the impact of sea-level rise on a nuclear facility along the South Florida coast. 

While very pleased that two of their contentions will be heard, the board's failure to consider the specific 
impacts of sea level rise on this extraordinarily vulnerable facility is deeply troubling. This is not just a Miami 
issue, it's an issue of national importance that is setting precedent for aging plants across the country. 

Use every tool available, to ensure that the region has safe, resilient energy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Robert E. Rutkowski 
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