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March 4, 2019 

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
ATTN: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Water Remediation Technology, LLC (WRT) hereby submits these limited comments on 
the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) recently released Proposed Rule 
entitled Revisions of Fee Schedules; Fee Recovery for Fiscal Year 2019 dated January 31, 2019.  
(84 Fed. Reg. 578, January 31, 2019).  As will be discussed below, WRT fully supports NRC 
Staff’s efforts to accommodate a proposal offered in a 2018 Petition for Rulemaking regarding 
licensees that seek to remove source material from water sources not for profit, but rather to treat 
the water source to meet drinking water or discharge limits. 

In 2017, WRT submitted its application for license renewal to NRC Staff for its 
consideration.  WRT received a “first-of-its-kind” performance-based, multi-site license that 
allowed the licensee to register generally licensed uranium water treatment systems and to list 
specifically licensed systems under its license without the need for a license amendment so long 
as the listed site fell within the parameters of the initial license application from a technical and 
environmental perspective.  This license was awarded by NRC Staff to WRT in 2007.   

With the submission of its license renewal application, NRC Staff deemed WRT in 
timely renewal and commenced review.  WRT’s license renewal application sought to expand 
the scope of water treatment operations that may be authorized under the same registration and 
listing criteria contained in the previous license and, to the extent applicable, the license renewal 
application.  The issuance of a final renewed license is due to the second quarter of 2019. 

In 2018, WRT submitted a Petition for Rulemaking to NRC Staff for its consideration 
requesting that NRC alter the fee recovery category for licensees seeking to treat water sources 
to remove NRC-licensed material not to gain a profit, but rather to remove the constituents and 
properly dispose of them whether by recycling or final disposal.  In this Petition, WRT requested 
that NRC Staff amend its fee recovery regulations to change the fee category from full-cost 
recovery to a “catch-all” category known as Category 2.F entitled All other source material  
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licenses.  This Petition was docketed on August 2, 2018 (83 Fed. Reg. 55113, August 2, 2018) 
with the express caveat that public comments were not being solicited at that time due to NRC 
Staff potential consideration of WRT’s request in its 2019 Proposed Rule. 

 In the Proposed Rule, NRC Staff concurs with WRT’s request and the supporting 
arguments offered in the Petition and proposes to eliminate the category for these types of 
licensees and move such licensees into the 2.5 category.  WRT strongly concurs with this 
position and fully supports NRC Staff’s efforts.  It is important, especially in the context of 
drinking water treatment scenarios for community water systems that lack both the funds and the 
personnel to satisfy an otherwise unfunded mandate from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in its uranium in drinking water standard under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA).  The costs associated with treatment of the drinking water, including 
removal and final disposition of the source material uranium and financial assurance, are passed 
on to the water utility or operator, thereby substantially increasing the costs of properly licensed 
water treatment.  By shifting the category of fee recovery, substantial costs are avoided by these 
utilities and operators while they can continue to receive proper water treatment provide its users 
with clean drinking water.  For other groundwater treatment sources, the shift in fee category 
lessens costs for water discharge compliance and incentivizes entities to aggressively pursue 
water treatment activities.  For these reasons, WRT stands in support of NRC Staff’s proposal to 
eliminate the 2.A.(5) category and shift licensees such as WRT into a 2.F category. 

 WRT thanks NRC Staff for the ability to offer these comments and is prepared to offer 
any additional information NRC Staff would require in the future before finalization of this 
proposal.  Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted: 

                                                                                                    
                                       Michael Dimitriou 
                                                                                   President   


