United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Minnesota-Wisconsin Field Office (ES)
4101 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, Minnesota 55425

IN REPLY REFER TO:

January 30, 2019

Jessie Quintero

Environmental Project Manager

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety, Safeguards, and Environmental Review
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Re:  Request for consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act for the LaCrosse
Boiling Water Reactor License Termination Plan (Docket Number: 50-409)

Dear Jessie:

Thank you for your letter of December 19, 2018, requesting informal consultation under section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act) for the proposed reactor license termination
plan located in Vernon County, Wisconsin.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commissions’ proposed action is review and approval of the LaCrosse
Boiling Water Reactor License Termination Plan. The purpose and need for the proposed action is to
allow for completion of decommissioning of the site by LaCrosseSolutions, LLC, termination of the
operating license by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and subsequent release of the site for
unrestricted use.

In your December letter, you determined this action was not likely to adversely affect the Federally
listed threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) or federally listed endangered
Higgins’ eye pearly mussel (Lampsilis higginsi) or the sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus).

Northern Long-eared Bat

We concur with your determination that the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely
affect the northern long-eared bat in the proposed action area. Our concurrence is based on the
proposed action having insignificant and discountable impacts on the species. The proposed project
area does not contain any known hibernacula or maternity roost trees. Additionally, decommissioning
activities would not directly impact roost trees or foraging habitat.

Higgins Eye Pearly Mussel

We concur with your determination the proposed project may affect but will not likely adversely affect
the Higgins eye pearly mussel. Impacts to the species are anticipated to be insignificant and
discountable within the action area, based on no direct physical disturbance to mussel beds are



expected, entrainment is expected to be minimal, and increased sedimentation would be insignificant
due to implementation of best management practices.

Sheepnose

We concur with your determination the proposed project may affect but will not likely adversely affect
the sheepnose mussel. Impacts to the species are anticipated to be insignificant within the action area,
based on no direct physical disturbance to mussel beds are expected, entrainment is expected to be
minimal, and increased sedimentation would be insignificant due to implementation of best
management practices.

This letter precludes the need for further action associated with this project as required by section 7 of
the Act. If the project is modified or new information becomes available that indicates listed species or
critical habitat may be affected in a manner or to an extent not previously considered, you should
reinitiate consultation with this office. We appreciate the opportunity to cooperate with you in
conserving threatened and endangered species. If you have any questions regarding these comments,
please contact me at (952) 252-0092, extension 210.

Sincerely,

bl e

Peter J. Fasbender
Field Supervisor



