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= Pupic Service Electric anc Gas Camparfy
Sawm Generating Station P.O. Box £168 Hancocks Bridgs, New Jersgy 05038

July 20, 1377 p? 085 7 2

United States

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

MHr. David Verrelli

Operating Reactors Branch §3, DOR
. Washlington, D.C. 20555

Dear Six:

REQUEST FOR TECH SPEC VARIANCE

On Wednesday, July 20, X977, during the 1I%9 shift, & borom concen-
tration ansivais of the Boric Acid Tanks and Boron Injection Tank
showed the contents to be ocut of Techmioal Specification Limits.
Resulets were as follows:

Appaxates Boron Concentration Technical Spseification
Ho. 11 Boric Acid Tank 32,686 ppm 20,100 ~ 21,809 ppm
No., 12 Boric Acid Tank 22,828 ppm 25,300 ~ 23,899 ppwm
Ho. I Boxom Injection Tank 22,879 ppm 20,200 ~ 21,800 ppn

ACTION statoments 3.3.2.8 and 3.5.4.1 wers irplemented at 0550 howrs.

Dilution was started @o reduce concentrations to within Technical Speid—

ficntion limite. Power reduchion was started st B%30 houwrs to assurs

corpliiece with Specification 3.5.4.1 time Limitation., Subseguent

amalysis showed the Boron Injection Tank to be within specification

At 20,569 ppm and Action Statemant 3.5.4.1 was terminated at 1050

howvkg: A% L1LR0 hours, chemicel analysis showad the Boron Imjection _

Tank comcontration oy be 1%,345 ppm, below the Iower spacificecation of

20,00 ppo. ACTION statement 3.5.4.1 was implemented at 1130 hours.

Pomrex reduction was stacted at 1230 hours €0 agsure complisnce with

the specification Cime limitavion, Batching of boric scid to the

systom wap initlisted. No. 11 Boric Acid Tank was isolated, MWo. 12

remained io sewvice, bto reduce the tima reguired to increase the boron

copdantoation of the system. Ho. 12 Roxie Aeld Tank eapacity by Lt

Bald atidfios Technicxl Specification requirements. Boric soid is

lated hotwreon the Boric Acid and Borom Injection Tanks. The
neontration started to ineresse. At 1750 howrs, Mo, 1 BoTon

: Tank concentration was 19,320 pps.
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During the six bhour period permitted by the Tech Specs, the Ganeral
Manager — Electric Production, Mx. F. P. Librizzi, in a telephona
conversation with you, requested a Tech Spec variance ko paragraph
3.5.4.1, to permit continuwed operatiom of the Unit beyond tha spaci-
fied mix hour period. In response to this reguest, you granted a
verbal extension of 12 hours (until 8630 hours on July 2k, 1977) to
be within the Teckh Spec limitem. As a reenlt of this waiver, further
power raduaction was stopped at 1210 houwrs.

The basis foxr the jumtification of the variance regquested above is
that at 1758 houwrs, the BIT boron comcentration of 19,320 ppm indi-
cated that within the next 12 hours, the Tech Spec limits wowld ba
nek, Tha operability of thea Borom Imjection Tank ensures that suf-
ficient negative reactivity is injmcted into the core to countersct
any positive increame in ramctivity caveed by RCS cooldown. Tharefors,
Action Statement 3.%5.4.1 reqguiree, with the BIT inoperasble, & shatdown
wmargin eguivalent of 1% ARN/RK st 200°F. It should be poted that dering
our powey reduntion to comply with Teoh Spec Action Statement 3.5.4.1,
the shutdown margim egquivalent of 18 AE/K at 1807F was maintsined at
power levels of 78% or less. Since the intent of the Tech Spec Action
Statement was met at 709 power amnd an emergency power demand exigted
on the intexrconnection, it was determined that opevstion at 70% or
lesas could vontinue safoly.

Youre wvary truiv,
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H. J. Bellex
Manager -~ Saxlem Cemprating Statiom
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