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Gentlemen: 

In their brief in opposition to the NRC staff's objection to Board Question 
Three, intervenors, Coleman, pointed out that they supported full disclosure of all 
relevant factors pertaining to the instant operating license amendment, induding the 
perceived prudence of maintaining full core discharge capability and the potential 
consequences of a Class 9 accident on the SFP. We noted, however, that such a policy 
of full cons.ideration of all relevant factors must be applied consistently to be fair. 
Thus, the Colemans requested that if the Board determined to exclude the core melt­
dor.vn issue as being beyond the safety regulations applicable to licensing reviews, 
it do likewise to the interrogation of Mr. Liden relating to the safety consideration 
involving the full core discharge capability. 

Should the Board determine to retain this latter testimony, it is respectfully 
requested that the NRC's public position on this issue, as reflected by the statements 
of Mr. John Kopeck be included in this hearing record. As reported in the Salem Sun­
beam, newspaper, Mr. Kopek was questioned by a reporter concerning what would have 
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occurred when Public Service decided in May 1979 to remove the full Salem One core 
to inspect all its fuel assembly support straps for d~ge, _if the SFP had not been 
nearly empty. (Copy of article May 18, 1979 attached as Exh. A) Mr. Kopeck con~ 
firmed in a letter to me dated June 19, 1979 that the absence of full core discharge c:.· .. 

capability would not present a safety problem because cooled fuel in the pool could be 
moved to another reactor pool with available space or to the General Electric AFR 
Storage facility in Morris, Illinois. (Copy of Kopeck letter of June 19, 1979 
attached hereto as. Exh.B). 

It is respectfully submitted that this public position by the NRC should be 
considered by the Board if it intends to give any consid.eration to the desirability 
of maintaining full core discharge capability at the Salem One Nuclear Generating 
Station. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~r"-1~ cu)dt~( 
KEITH A. ONSDORFF /// 
ASSISTANT DEPUTY PUBLIC--AiJ OCATE 

KAO/lme 
cc: Service list 
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that• a total pf 29 assemblies are · reactor. · . . ·- ·_._._ ;l 
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Lenehan said one possibility being )_; 
studied was· usin fuel a blies 
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the fuel for Salem II is on site, but .,..;u 
not be loaded into the reactor until the 
new plant r~ives its operating license, 
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damaae to the fu~ rods themS<!lves in: . 
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• UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 

Mr. Keith Onsdorff 
Department of Public Advocate 
520 East State 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

Dear Mr. Onsdorff: 

June 19, 1979 

In response to your request during our conversation yesterday, my comment 

was in connection with a hypothetical, eme_rgency situation that would require 

the movement of a full nuclear fuel core to a reactor site where a storage 

pool was empty or to the Morris, IL, storage facility. An action of this 

sort would, of course, require a license amendment and would be a temporary 

transfer in that the uti 1 ity most certainly would want the fuel returned for 

use later an. 

Sincerely, 
I. . 11 

Q_g_ ,~r~ ./,.,-'!- . ' 
· Jahn Kopeck 

Public Affairs Officer 
Office of Public Affairs 

Exh. B 
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