’;Q_iiwiieb fz’){@{es‘ Denale

August 31,1976

Rel Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Coleman
35 K Drive
Pennsville, New Jersey 08070

Respectfully referred to

Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

for such consideration as the communication
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report
ther'eon, in duplicate to accompany return of

inclosure,

By direction of

CPC:vj
. Clifford P. Case

U. S. S.
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By DAVID LANDMANN
.. Press Staff Writer

HANCOCKS BRIDGE —

Chief Earl Pancoast and the--
. men who make up his Lower

Alloways Creek- Township
fire company have vowed
not to respond to alarms
inside the Public Service

Electric and Gas Compa-
ny’s (PSE&G) Salem I nu-

clear generating plant near
here. .

They will stand firm until
they get the special training
Pancoast feels is necessary
to protect his men as well as
Salem I — :fraining that
Pancoast says he has had to
fight for, but which now
appears fo be fortncoming.

“We're fooling around
with a nuclear plant here,”
Pancoast told The Pres<

.,“And
“. when you're fooling around ,
with a nuclear plant you're °
fooling around with’ some-"
thing entlrely different than - did

Monday aftemoon

what we're used to around .

here.” -

Pancoast said he has been -

concerned about the respon-
sibility of havm% rovide
fire protection for Salem I
and has tried to get his
concerns across to PSE&G

officials-and to the townshlp :
‘committee.

. “We’re just a rural fire
company. We’re used to

gomg out and knocking -

own housefires and barn-
fires.
them...our committee and

-Pubhc Service...that we

need. some extra training
when it comes to fighting a

I've tried to tell

3 fxre ina nuclear generator, "
Public Service’was perfect-

'ly .happy for them ‘to. go
“ahead and sign it

-« *“I mean,”’ he contmued
“‘we haven’t even been able °
to get in there (inside Salem.
I) to hold a drill. PSE&G-

Pancoast said the com-

'_mltfee listened to his pleas

for ttrammg and that PSE&G
id too. * .-

“But they never did any-
thing about my requests.
They went right down to the
deadline and didn’t do
an%'thmg "hesaid.

deadline Pancoast -

spoke of was PSE&G’s last-

minute, successful attempt -

to win permlts to fuel Salem
1 and to run subsequent tests
of its reactor.
The township’ signed the
ermit, in effect, commit-
ing Pancoast’s fire depart-
ment to protection of the
generating station.
That made Pancoast mad.
“They went ahead and

signed the permit thhout-—‘;‘l'al Island — the sxte of

_ Salem I),” he said.

. ogfosed to the opera on of

_ says ‘he doesn’t partxcularly

-enjo
‘) Pyeople thmk I'm

to stop
- couldn
: ;ndllhon years even if I want-

" *No,” he said, “that’s not |

‘t.?aghﬂt

‘even. talkmg with me.. and

was always too busy. Of
course, when .the permit
needed sxgmng, nobody was
too busy.”

It wasn’t until last
Friday’s. meetm%_‘ of the
committee that he made
some headway.

“I was forced to drag
about half of the fire compa-
ny in there with me to let
them know we took a vote

- not to respond to any fires’

inside any of the. buildings
there on the 1sIand (A!‘tl 1—

The upshot of what Pan-~

".coast termed' his “‘drastic -
. action” was an agreement
"on the part of PSE&G’s sxte
. mana er Herb Heller to pro- -

e Lower Alloways.

.;f Creek firemen' with- the
v_-trammg Pancoast request. -

" The townshxp commlttee

fwas moved, too, to agree to
meet . with Pancoast P
- Wednesday to  discuss- hxs

department’s needs. -
“I believe we'll get- the

- training ‘we need now. I'm
just sorry nobody saw fit to j
_‘consult with us before things
" got this far. I didn't real

'

\

i

1
want to raise all this fuss,” }' :

_Pancoast said.

.Since Fnday.' Pancoast

“has become something of a

figurehead to local groups

It is a posmon Pancoast

lant. Hell, %

t stop is plant ina

:ny ldea {,t) was only my idea
0 make things.s e for m
¢=:ixghters.”gs y

,,,,,,




