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General Comment

[ am providing my endorsement of the proposed Rulemaking changes to 10CFR50.72 via the
attachment.

Attachments

Response to PRM for 50.72 nonemergency notifications
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January 21,2019 Roger Wink

RWink@ameren.com
573-310-7025

Secretary, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff
Washington, DC 20555-001

Dear Secretary,

[ appreciate the opportunity to comment on the petition for rulemaking (PRM) advocating for the elimination of
requirements to notify NRC headquarters of non-emergency events at commercial nuclear power plants. I support the
PRM for the reasons summarized in the associated Federal Register Notice (83 FR 58509). The following responds to
the specific questions contained in the Federal Register Notice dated November 20, 2018:

. The Callaway Plant staff regularly reviews event notifications submitted by the nuclear power industry. We
use the information only for general awareness and infrequently contact the reporting stations for additional
details. Nearly all the events of interest are available from other information sources. In addition, our NRC
resident inspectors readily communicate with us on pertinent operating experience information they obtain
through their channels.

IL. Licensee Event Reports (LERS) issued within 60 days of reportable events more effectively meet industry
needs because the LERs contain a much more complete explanation of the event, cause(s), significance and
corrective actions. Notable events that do not require LERs are generally available through the INPO
operating experience program, or are of little or no interest.

IIL The reporting of non-emergency events places undue burden on the operating crews at nuclear power
stations. The reporting criteria for event notifications must be accurately selected and then submitted to the
NRC within a short time duration by the Shift Manager or the licensee faces the potential for additional
regulatory impact. To ensure regulatory compliance, operating crews must remain proficient at making the
correct reporting criteria within the specified submittal period 24 hours a day/7 days a week. Meanwhile,
these events have become increasingly infrequent. The high performance of the nuclear industry gives
operating crews few opportunities to make these notifications, and hence tend to lose proficiency without
recurring training. This training burden has little if any public safety benefit and takes time away from
licensed operators improving their knowledge and skills on more impactful operational topics. Furthermore,
the same senior reactor operators on crew are also responsible for informing senior management, NRC
Resident Inspectors in addition to responding to the situation. The NRC Resident Inspectors are already
responsible for elevating these infrequent events to their regional management for awareness and potential
response, making the 10CFR50.72 reporting for non-emergencies an unnecessary burden.

V. I agree with the petitioner that §50.72 non-emergency notifications are contrary to the best interest of the
public and are contrary to the stated purpose of the regulation, for the reasons stated in the petition.



As an alternative to non-emergency event reporting requirements, the NRC is encouraged to establish clear
expectations for the Resident Inspectors to utilize the existing communication protocols that have proven effective
from the site to the resident inspectors and, from there, on to NRC management.

Wink, Roger C
Manager, Regulatory Affairs,
Callaway Plant
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