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From: Mangan, Matthew <matthew_mangan@fws.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2018 11:15 AM
To: Pineda, Christine
Cc: Leroy Koch
Subject: [External_Sender] Fwd: [EXTERNAL] draft EA available for comment re: proposed 

Honeywell license renewal
Attachments: Honeywell License Renewal EA Final Letter.pdf

Christine, 
 
Our response letter is attached. 
 
 
Matt Mangan 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
Ecological Services 
Southern Illinois Sub-Office 
4503 West DeYoung Street Suite 102 (Shipping) 
8588 Route 148 (mailing) 
Marion, IL 62959 
618-998-5945 
618-364-5389 Cell 
618-997-8961 Fax 
matthew_mangan@fws.gov 
 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Pineda, Christine <Christine.Pineda@nrc.gov> 
Date: Mon, Oct 29, 2018 at 12:45 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] draft EA available for comment re: proposed Honeywell license renewal 
To:  
 

Greetings, 

The NRC has published a draft EA assessing the potential environmental impacts associated with a proposed 
40-year renewal of Honeywell’s nuclear materials license for the MTW uranium conversion facility in 
Metropolis, Illinois. The NRC staff is making the draft EA and draft finding of no significant impact available 
for a 30-day comment period. The comment period will start with the publication of a notice in the Federal 
Register, which we expect will be on October 31.  

You may access the draft EA here: https://www.nrc.gov/docs/ML1828/ML18283B378.pdf. If you would like to 
receive a paper copy in the mail, please let us know.  

Please provide the NRC with any comments you have on the draft EA through one of these means:  
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• Through the Federal Rulemaking Web Site (go to http://www.regulations.gov and search for Docket ID NRC-
2017-0143) 

• Through the U.S. mail to Ms. May Ma, Office of Administration, Mail Stop TWFN-7-A60M, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC 20555-0001 (include Docket ID NRC-2017-0143 in the subject line) 

• By e-mail to Honeywell-MTW-EA@nrc.gov.  

The NRC staff will consider all of the comments we receive on the draft EA. If you have any questions about 
the proposed licensing action or the environmental review process, please feel free to call me at the number 
below or reply to this email. 

Please let us know if you prefer not to receive future communications about this project. 

Kind Regards, 

Christine 

Christine Pineda 

Senior Project Manager 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

NMSS/FCSE/ERB 

Phone: 301-415-6789 

Email: christine.pineda@nrc.gov 
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FWS/SISO

November 29, 2018 
 
Christine Pineda 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

Dear Christine Pineda: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental Assessment 
(EA) addressing the Proposed Renewal of Source Material License SUB-526 Metropolis Works 
Uranium Conversion Facility in Massac County, Illinois. The proposed project involves a re-
authorization of the existing facility license for a period of 40 years. Alternatives for the 
proposed project include a no-action alternative and an alternative that allows the license renewal 
for a period of less than 40 years, called the reduced duration alternative. These comments are 
prepared under the authority of and in accordance with the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.); the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); and, the National Environmental 
Policy Act (83 Stat. 852, as amended P.L. 91-190, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 
 
Fish and Wildlife Resources 
 
Information in the EA indicates that there would be minimal terrestrial resource impacts from 
continued plant operation and there would be no major expansion of the existing facilities. Based 
on this information, the Service has no objection to the proposed Renewal. 
    
Threatened and Endangered Species 
 
To facilitate compliance with Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, 
Federal agencies are required to obtain from the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) information 
concerning any species, listed or proposed to be listed, which may be present in the area of the 
proposed action. In the EA, you provided a list of species, which may be present within the 
project area that was obtained from the Service’s Information, Planning, and Conservation 
System (IPaC). That list includes the endangered clubshell (Pleurobema clava), endangered 
fanshell (Cyprogenia stegaria), endangered fat pocketbook mussel (Potamilus capax), 
endangered gray bat (Myotis grisescens), endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), endangered 
least tern (Sterna antillarum), endangered northern riffleshell mussel (Epioblasma torulosa 
rangiana), endangered orangefoot pimpleback mussel (Plethobasus cooperianus), endangered 
pink mucket mussel (Lampsilis abrupta), endangered purple cat’s paw mussel (Epioblasma 
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obliquata obliquata), endangered ring pink mussel (Obovaria retusa), endangered rough pigtoe 
(Pleurobema plenum), endangered sheepnose mussel (Plethobasus cyphyus), endangered 
spectaclecase mussel (Cumberlandia monodonta), threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), and threatened rabbitsfoot mussel (Quadrula cylindrica cylindrica). Designated 
critical habitat occurs in the project area for the rabbitsfoot mussel. 
 
Information provided in the EA indicates that the proposed action would not involve any 
significant changes to the existing facility operations; therefore, the proposed project is not likely 
to adversely affect the gray bat, Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, and least tern. Based on the 
information provided in the EA, the Service concurs that the proposed license re-authorization is 
not likely to adversely affect the gray bat, Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, and least tern.  
Information in the EA indicates that no known mussel beds occur adjacent to the project area and 
that water treatment and quality is improving; therefore, the proposed action is not likely to 
adversely affect any of the listed mussel resources. Based on the information provided in the EA, 
the Service concurs that the proposed license re-authorization is not likely to adversely affect 
federally listed mussel resources and is not likely to result in destruction or adverse modification 
of critical habitat for the rabbitsfoot mussel. Should this project be modified or new information 
indicate listed or proposed species may be affected, consultation or additional coordination with 
this office, as appropriate, should be initiated. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the EA. For additional coordination, 
please contact me at (618) 998-5945.         
       

Sincerely, 
 
      /s/ Matthew T. Mangan 
 

Matthew T. Mangan 
      Fish and Wildlife Biologist  
 
 
cc:  USFWS (Koch) 
 


