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Linton, Ron

From: Linton, Ron
Sent: Wednesday, November 28, 2018 1:37 PM
To: Thomas Wohlford (twohlford@barrick.com)
Cc: Tappert, John; Von Till, Bill; Saxton, John; Alexander, George; Burgess, Michele; Boland, Anne; Peralta, 

Juan; Woods, Susanne
Subject: Homestake Mining Company, Groundwater CAP extension request, Docket No. 040-08903; License 

No. SUA-1471; EA-16-114

Tom: 

I am writing in response to the Homestake Mining Company (HMC) letter dated October 11, 2018, to Anne 
Boland, Director, Office of Enforcement, that requests relaxation of the current confirmatory order (CO) 
January 1, 2019, due date to the proposed December 18, 2019, date for submission of the Groundwater 
Corrective Action Plan (GCAP) to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).  At this time, we cannot proceed 
with the review of your request without additional written justification from you demonstrating good 
cause.  Specifically, Section V of the March 28, 2017, NRC CO issued to Homestake identifies that, “The 
Director, Office of Enforcement, may, in writing, relax or rescind any of the above conditions upon 
demonstration by HMC or its successors of good cause.” 
 
Consistent with the NRC Enforcement Policy, the information provided for relaxation of an order is examined 
for reasonable assurance of (1) providing adequate protection of public health and safety and (2) meeting 
compliance with the requirements providing for public health and safety.  In this case, consistent with other 
similar licensee requests, compliance considerations include the current January due date for submitting the 
GCAP, the proposed due date, as well as the other remaining due dates of the order. Further, any changes to 
the other remaining dates will need to be identified and addressed as a separate request with good cause for 
relaxation of the order.  
 
In general, the type of information provided by licensees seeking to relax a required due date include, but are 
not limited to, the following areas: 
 

 Explanation of (1) efforts to meet the existing due date(s), and (2) what matters caused the expected 
delay beyond the existing due date and the lack of time to make necessary adjustments for meeting the 
due date. 

 Explanation of how (1) public health and safety impacts were examined relative to the time period 
requested and (2) public health and safety is assured during both the extension time period and the 
time period beyond the due date.  

 Explanation addressing (1) why the duration of the requested extension time period is reasonable for 
compliance and (2) specific assurances that delays will be identified in time to make adjustments for 
compliance with both a new due date and the requirements of public health and safety.     

 
For your awareness, a copy of this message will be placed in ADAMS and available for public review.  Please 
be reminded that the requirements of the CO, including the January 1, 2019, due date remains in effect, until 
NRC takes any additional specific action on your request. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-415-7777 or by e-mail at ron.linton@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Ron C. Linton 
Project Manager/Hydrogeologist 
U.S. NRC 
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Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards 
MS T-5A10, 11545 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD  20852 
phone 301-415-7777 
ron.linton@nrc.gov 


