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General Comment

The Administrative Procedures Act, codified in 5 U.S.C. 553(e), the public has the right to petition for the 
issuance, amendment, or repeal of a rule. Pursuant to that right, I ask that the General Services Administration 
implement a rule requiring all federal facilities under their management procure 100% of their electricity 
needs from carbon-neutral sources by 2035. Wherever possible, federal building managers should seek to 
install sustainable energy production, such as solar cells and wind power generation, within their facilities. 
Where local conditions prevent the acquisition of carbon-neutral power, the GSA shall be required to either 
manage their property portfolio in such a way as to offset 125% of the carbon emissions produced by 
electricity generation for federal facilities, or purchase carbon offsets on a regulated market of at least 125% 
of the carbon emissions produced by electricity generation for federal facilities.

While there are numerous justifications for such a rule, Ill focus on three: reducing the nations carbon 
emissions, promoting energy security, and reducing federal spending. First, a federal rule requiring the federal 
governments main property management agency to use exclusively carbon-neutral electricity would produce a 
direct reduction in the nations carbon emissions, but it would also send a strong signal to other power 
consumers of the United States commitment to reduce global climate change. By guaranteeing power utilities 
a consumer of carbon-neutral electricity, the rule makes it more likely that utilities will offer such an option, 
allowing other customers to also purchase electricity produced using carbon-neutral generation. Second, the 
rule would promote the energy security of vital federal offices. By reducing their dependence on grid 
electricity and encouraging local power production, the rule would make it less likely that a facility would be 
disrupted by a grid power outage. Third, this rule will produce savings for the American taxpayer. Without 
operational fuel costs, renewable energy offers the federal government price stability and savings. In the 
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coming years, as the installation costs for wind, solar, and other alternative energy systems continue to fall, 
the economics of these systems will continue to improve, thus ensuring that this rule will reduce the nations 
power bill.

This rule would not be burdensome for federal building managers. By providing flexibility in terms of the 
means to generate carbon-neutral electricity, managers can utilize the most appropriate system based on 
geographic, atmospheric, structural, and aesthetic considerations. While installing rooftop solar panels is 
likely the simplest way a federal facility could comply with this proposed rule, it is far from the only option. 
In some locations, wind turbines may provide a better return on investment. In others, hydropower or 
geothermal power production may be appropriate. If implemented today, federal facilities would have just 
over six years to implement it. This timeframe should be adequate to allow administrators to install alternative 
energy generation in their facilities, or procure a carbon-neutral commercial power supply. Many utilities 
already offer customers the option to purchase power from carbon-neutral meansall evidence indicates that 
this will only become more prevalent in the coming years.

Additionally, the rule acknowledges that there may be federal facilities which are impossible to power using 
carbon-neutral generation systems. In that case, the GSA is directed to offset its carbon footprint using either 
active facility management, or on the carbon offset market. The GSA may choose techniques such as planting 
carbon-capturing trees and grasses on the properties it manages, or reducing the tailpipe emissions of its 
vehicle fleet, or promoting carpooling to work by its employees, to name just three possible options. This 
should not be a limited list building managers should be empowered to think creatively about ways to offset 
carbon produced by the agency. If the GSA finds that it is unable to internally offset the carbon produced for 
electricity for its facilities, an option to purchase offsets is also provided, ensuring that the rule is able to be 
complied with, regardless of technology or facility management changes. Finally, the requirement that the 
GSA offset an additional 25% of carbon emissions provides a powerful incentive for facility managers to 
procure their electricity from carbon-neutral sources.

Nicholas Monck
Co-Chair
Colorado Democratic Party
Energy and the Environment Initiative
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