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· B-330402 

6ctober. 9, ·2018 

The Hom>rable John Barrasso .. 
·chairrn'ah'.''"' ... ~: ~ :.+·-···- . ;-,~ ... 

· Th~ Hon6rable. f oi,; c:~rper· . 
Rarik111gJvlember . .- • · •• : :'_ · : ..• . , , > .·· . · 

Committee on Environment andPublicWorks 
United States ·senate .-.·. . . . . . 

. . The· ·Ho~orable Greg Walden .: .· .. 
chafrman . . . . . .. 

' Thef~onorabie'Frank Pall~he ( 
. Ra·nkingMembe.r · 
Committee Or) Energy and _Commerce .. 

· · .House .of Re.presem~atr,Ves · . 

, --·-.-· "-·-,.-· 

. . Subject: Nuc!e8r Rflgu/~tq_ry CominisSiqn: )hflqtigdtAdfustme'ots}dtfiiJ Pdce-And~rson).c(: :·'.\ ·, .. 
. " : .Financial Protection Regulations:.: ._:.; ·:':' ' ,; . ·.· . . . . ·.. . .·· . . .. 

. ,.- . .. .;' ·. ·L ', 
' . -' ~ 1 

Pur~uantto section· ?O~ '(a)(2)(A) of title {5/United States -Code,' this is' ou~repor(on a· maHfr.'rul~- · . · · 
pr9muigated. bY the Nu clew ReguJ~toiY Comn;iiss,i6h:(NRCY,erititl~d '.'lhflationAdju~tm~hfs loJhe · ... , . 
Price:-Andersoh ·Act F}n.ancial: Protection Regulatio·ni=t {RI N: ::3.t50-)\KO ~)>We received- the> fuf~r 
on September 26', 2018, _· 1.t w~s publ.ished in the Federa!Reg[$ter as ·a final hile ori . · ·-.. . .. . .. 

. S:eptember24, 2018. 83 Fedi Reg; 48,202. ::The<effective date·orthe final rule is,November 1, · 
. 2018. '. . '· ·: .·· . 

. The fim~Frul~ amends'NRC's regl!l~tibris .to adjust'for lnflationthe ~fa~irhuh,:total'and annual: ' .. ·. 
standard deferred pr~miums specified in thePrice:And~rson Act. .NRG states)~at itrriusf . . . . 
perform this adjustment at least'orice:during ~ach 5-ye~t periodfollowing August 20;.2603; as·. 
mandated by the Atornic Energy Act of 1954, ·as amended .. · . . . ··.. . . . . . 

. . ' . . .. -

The Congressional Review Act :(CRA) requir~s a 60-day delay in.the effective dateof a major . · 
rule from the date_ of puJ;,lic'atiOn in_tfre'J=eqeia/ Register or receipt oft.he ri:Jle by Gqf,gress,· · .. · 

·. · whichever_ is later. 5 U.S.C:_.'§ 801 (a)(3)(A)'; -Tbe' ru,le·was re_ceived IJy Cqngre$S .9ri · .. 
. September 24, 2018, a'nd was publii;he~ 'in W1f3Federal Register on September 24, 
2018_.. 83 Fed. Reg. 48,2q2. Toi ruie ha~. a stat~cf ~ffective date of _Noveiri9,er· 1 ; . 
2018 .. Therefore, the final rule does not have a-60-day delay in: its effective date:·;, 

. . . . ,. " -', .... . ·' , -~ "; _· 

·. However.the 60"'.d~y d~lay.in effectiye date can be-waived',. if the,agehcie~ findfofgOtjd CpUS~- . 
. that deray. is impracticable,.-unnec~ssary,·'.orcontrary to the public interest, ·and the ageilci~s; ' .•.. 

incorporate a 'statement of the findings and their .. reaScihs'in the i:uledssued: '5 U .S:G. '§' ·808(2):' 
. · NRC found good cause to issue this regulation without solicitation of public comment becau·sef . 
. the Price Aridersot1,Act requires-these nohdiscretionary adjustments .. Therefore; NRC · 
det.errnined that the effective :date of this. rule will be0Ncivember1; 2018\ ·· 



Enclosed is bur assessment of NRC's compliance with the protedural steps required by ~ection 
801 (a)(1 )(B)(i) through (iv) of title 5.·with ·respect to-the rule. If you have any questions about 
this report or wish to contact GAO officials responsible for the evaluation work relating to the 
subject matter of the rule, please contact Shirley A Jones, Assistant General Counsel, at (202) 
512-:S156. . . . 

re,·~ 
Julia C. Mc3tfa 
Managing Assodate General Counsel 

Enclosure 

cc: Eugene Dacus 
. Director, Office of Congressional Affairs · 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission_ 
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. · .:;: ' .- •' ;: '~· .. 
- -ENCLOSURE 

. ~ .. :: :>..-.:,·_ ·.- .. - . -·· ",. . , -.~·- ' . . • - . .. ,,-· ,:_ -"·'· . 

: .;:,REPORT uNDER_5 us.c. §·801(a)(2)(A) or·.fAMAJORlRULE :: 
- -- ·: ,. ;, .. :· ISSUED BYTHE - -·- - - - -

_ --:,.. .NUCLEAR-REGULATORY COMMISSION,:. 
_ __ ENTITLED_ _ _ . _ 
"INFLATION ADJUSTMENTS TO THE , - -

__ . PRICE:-ANDERSQN-ACT - ______ ,_-: .:- _ 
FINANCIAL PROTECTION REGULATIONS"" -
- '" (RIN: 3'150-AK01) - -

-- -. -~' 

-- (i)Cost-benefifanaiysis: 
··- .;a.,.·, 

. ' ·- . '. ~-" . ' - ~ ' . 

''·---~ .-

The Nuclea~ Re~iu1alo~ Co~mYssion (NRC) sumrriarized t.h~ effect of .infl-atiori on th~ m~xirrju~: ·_, 
total and annual if~rid_ard deferred premiums: Th.e inJlati_on adjustment- in this final _rule i_s- based -­

- - -·' on: c:1· Cori$Uf11er-Pric:ef lnd~x- (CPI) figure of 251.58:8_ (May 20,fo). 'AccdrdingJo NRC, this'_' : __ -- --
represe_nts /an increas~ of approximately 8.QB · perc:ent- NRG stated·that'wh~n this_increase is -

_ aj?plied toJh~ max_imum t6tarari_d ~nnual standard deferred premiums an_d rtjundec:!Jo the :. --__ - -
- ne"~r~~f ttfou§afld;·tt1e/~ew max1ir,µmtptal deferred premiunt is $131,056,000 and the maximum 
anriUai deferred ph~mium is $20,496,00Q. ,- ' . - - - - - -

- ' . '· .. . . . ., . . . . , 
" ..... ·-;_·· 

' .,· .. 
(ii) Agency actions relevant to the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), 5 U.S.C. §§ 603-605, 607,- -
and 609 -- - ·.. . - . - - -- - - - - -, · - - . - - - - - - - --

. ~ -- . . - . -----. - ---. . - - - -~, ·:· . - ,, -"'• ;• .- -.. ~- - ~ 

--- NRC det~·rminedJhatthe requirements ofHFAdo not apply to this finai rule; -
. - ., . ' ·.. .' ; -. . . .. . .. - - ·- ., 

. :-{iii}, A~ericy adiohs r~levant to sections 202-205 of th~ Unfunded' Ma~dates· ~~f~-r~ Act cif1 ~95,- -_--
2 u·.s.c-. §§ 1532:.1535 · : _ -

-- As an-independent regulatory agency, NRC is not subject to the Act 
• • • , • • • - I • • 

- ov)Qther-re1~vant intorm~tion orreauirements under a:cts and exec~tlve· otders 

Admini~trative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.'c.· §§ 5!;51 et seq. 

- NRC found gciqci cau_s'~ '.that ~Qlicitatipri of public comment oh this f111al rule is un-necessary 
-- be~ause the F'riGe~Anc:jer~on Act requir_es these 119n-di_scritiqnary adji.Jstr:n~ntsJn the maximum -- _ 
-. tot~i- ~Jl~ ar,rJyal_;itaritjafd d~f~rrep. prefiijunis. -NRC stated t_~at requ~stir1g_ public c:<Jmment on_ --
- the~e-~djiistm¢J11s; wliich'. are.r:nade"pursuant to a formula required by statute,-;would not result. -- -

jn a tha_nge to-the adjust_~daihciuht - - . . - _· - ' - i'. , -- - '; ·_ -- ' - . - -

Paperwotl/Reduction A~t (PRA), 44 u._s:c.· §§ 3501-3520 -

NRC stated that this final rule does not contain any new or amended collections of information 
subject to PRA. _ · - ' 

Statutory authorization for the rule -

NRG stated that It promulgated the rule-under 42- U.S.C. :§§ 2201, 2?10, 2273, 2282, and 
· -42 U.S.C. §§ 5841, 5842, and 42 U.S.C. § 3_504 note. - --. . . . . . 
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... ' ' . . . . ... : . 

Executive Order No. 12,866 (Regulatory Planning and Review) 

As an independent regulatory agency, NRG is not subject to the Order. 

Executive Order No. 13, 132 (Federalism) 

As an independent regulatory agency, NRG is not subject to the Order. 
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