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General Comment

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Docket ID NRC-2016-0231-0187.

DOE warned in its Feb. 2002 Final EIS on the proposed Yucca Mountain, Nevada national burial dump, that 
loss of institutional control would eventually prove catastrophic. Entropy means that things falls apart, over 
long enough periods of time. DOE was focused on this happening at nuclear power plant sites, if irradiated 
nuclear fuel was abandoned there forever. But the same is true here. If institutional control is eventually lost 
at WCSs high-level radioactive waste parking lot dump, the containers will eventually fail, and 
catastrophically release their hazardous, high-level radioactive waste contents into the living environment. 
Hazardous and even deadly fallout would then flow with the winds and the waters, downwind and 
downstream, over greater and greater distances over time. Remember, high-level radioactive waste remains 
hazardous, even deadly, for millions of years into the future.

Such impacts could extend to the immediately adjacent and perhaps even underlying, Ogallala Aquifer. The 
Ogallala can also be considered downwind and downstream. Aquifers directly under or adjacent to WCS 
could be in direct communication with the Ogallala. Also, downwind or downstream surface level fallout 
from WCS could eventually find its way into the Ogallala, through natural flow paths (blowing with the 
winds, flowing with the rains, deposition onto and into soil, downward flow to aquifers). The Ogallala, North 
Americas largest, provides essential drinking and irrigation water for millions in Texas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming, and South Dakota. As the water protectors at the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe reservation say on the Missouri River in North Dakota, Mni Wiconi, Water Is 
Life. This was made very clear by recent drinking water contamination disasters in Flint, Michigan; 
Charleston, West Virginia; the Animas River in Colorado, New Mexico and Utah; and Toledo, Ohio. A 
radioactive release into or contamination of the Ogallala would be catastrophic.
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