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W UNITED STATES ‘
X \% ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

APR 2 ¢ 1976

Mr. Carlton Kammwerer, Directoxr
Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H Stxeet, NW.

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Kammerer:

Enclosed is correspondence from Dr. Thomas J. Ratchford regarding an
inquiry from Congressman William Iehman to Congressman Mike McCormack.

. Since the nature of this inquiry relates to the activities of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission rather -than the Energy Research and
Development Administration, it is requested that proper action be
taken by your office.

We are advising Dr. Ratchford of this referral by copy of this letter.
“ Sincerely,

s
’; /I ‘ / -~ v
Y4
/ 4 Hectst [ Au.:«érm//

»w  H. Hollister Cantus, Directoxr
Office of Congressional Relatiois

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Dr. Thomas J. Ratchford
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OLiMN E. VEAGUE . . JOHN L. SWIGERT, JR.

. ¢ oRMAY . . EXZCUTIVE DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

To: . Oscar Stradinger
From: Tom Ratchford
Re: Attached correspondence

I will appreciate your assistance in
preparing a response to the attached
letter from Cong. Lehman for Chairman
McCormack at your earliest convenience.

Thank you.

NOTE:  PLEASE RETURN PASTED-UP NEWS 'ARTICLE .
s&se— FOR OUR FILES.
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" F wiLLiam LEHMAN : . P —
32 DisTRICTY, FLORIOA £22 Cannon Houst Orrice BuiLDin

- . . Waswmingron, D.C. 20313

couumrTres: ’ " (202) 2234213
EDUCATION AND LABOR ’
POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE @Ungtess Uf tbe rﬂn lteh étatzs uz:lsr::lc‘rszrncm

. . N.E. © STt

gg)uusa Dt gaeprcsentatlbes Noam MlAMli‘:"A:;:o:wRIDA :IJH

(303) 9457518

w;?(sbfngtun, HND.E. 20515

March.22, 1976

Honorable Mike McCormack

Chairman .
Subcommittee on Enexrgy Reseaxrch,

' Development and Demonstration -
| ‘ B374 Rayburn HOB

.

Dear Mike:

I am en¢tlosing an article from the Miami Herald
which was -recently brought to my attention. It concerns
leaks discovered in the fuel pits of the Florida Power
and Light Company's Turkey Point power plant.

I would appreciate your directing your staff to
take a look at this article and provide 'me with some in-
formation which could assist me in dealing with the fears

"and concerns my constituents have expressed. )

K'Y

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

/
f, . With best wishes, I am
¥ | : : .
L Sincerely,
. H4
WILLIAM LEHMAN
Member of Congress
WL/max.
Enclosure
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. I‘%/Eim@y Leaks

In FPL I‘%’md ear kuel Pits

By MIKE TONER ~

Herald Envirsnment Writer

Highly radioactive _spent nuc!ear -

fuel has been stored in leaking pits
at the Turkey Point power plant
near Miami for more than two
years — with the full knowledge of
both Florida Power and Light Co.
and the U.S. Nuclear Reaulazor_)

» Com'n.ssxon

Some .radioactivity already h?s

escaped*ftom the plant as a resutt

of the leak. FPL officials say -that
ths releases of ra dxauan hdve been

- smaill and posz no-threat to' the
pub.xc or to plant'workers. .. "+ .. -

* But the company admts that ra-

3
'cc‘ .‘

: dloacm-e )vater has been lcakmg at

xrregular trates ‘from. both of the
plant’s *spent fuel pits — heavily
shielded structures of concrete and
stainless steel designed for the tem-
porary “storage of “hot” used fuel'
after it is—removed from the plant’s

%ﬁé@@@?@mm

possxble for people to work inside
~them., T T

The pxts are mum story, bunker-
like -structures“anjolnlng the main
reactor, buildings at- the power
plant, located on the shores of Bis-
_‘cayne’ Bay 25 miles south of Miami.

-Each “year, a portion of ‘the
* ‘plant’s‘fuel — no longer useful for
" producing electricity, but still at le-
thal radioactive levels — is unload-
ed from: the reacto.s.

two reactors., | ¢
AL’I'HOUGH THE water now is
eing:collected and-filtered to re-
move radioactive Coutamination, at- -
tempts to:plug the*jeaks have been
Jnsuccéssful so Tarlh, ; THE SPENT fuel, pellets of ura-
- Repair. efforts. have been- hames’. “nium ‘dnd; other .radjoactive materi-
peted by’ fue.intense radiodctivity’, " “als*ancased.in "bundlestof long, slen-
inside’ ihﬂ ’plts» “which makes -3tjim-<" der.’rods,” theén ‘is placed -jnside the
LT ** pits*and flooded with water to help

The ‘\oncandxdacy oi‘ Hu})ert E[umphrey

For a man who isn't runmng for anythmg, Hubert Humphrey is-show-
n° up promu'ently in a lot cf p!ac.,s Page 17A. -, TR T

Ihosqmios i March? The Bife: Goes . On .

. . In bac:-cyards golf, courses, high-rise apartments and even cocktml
.Jeunges, the itchy question keeps popping up, Why' mOSquxtqs in March?
* Dade off:cxals say that for a few days at least. thebite i xs on. Page ID. o

85 65, at Jacksonville, Page 1C.

PRI I S SRR T N W'Y

*rage 1E, Fmancn!.

Huhert {;reen’s 65 GraLs Boral }Lead
Hubert Green is in posxtion to run away from the fxeld in todays

-final round of the $200,000 Doral-Eastern Open golf' tournament., Green
. shot ats fora 201 to;al 15 under par. Paﬂe lC. . . .

Jackson Hsffh HLoses Basketl).xll E.-‘mal "

Jackscn ngh School’s state basketball champ:onshnp dreams were
crushed Saturday night when the Miami team fcll to Orlando Edgewater

Bogfxsh—-L'xst Resor ana’i @nly C!xoxce"
. It's seafood you like? Have a mce plate of dogfxsh It.'s nutr(txous. (%

- might even taste good. Get used to it: The seafood yow're used to eating is
:becoming increasingly scarce as ocean resources are steadily depletcd

Payofis Ahroaﬂ Could. Hurt U S. “5’01’!\01‘5

! . "'s"‘ i. .:4
control the release of heat and rad
-oacmxty S g -

° " -Butithe water itself also becomes
! radioactive ~— and it is that water
which 15 now leakma from the fuel

its.- . .
P A company spokesman says that
the .pits: are,*unbelievably_secure™
and constnicted to the same -stan-
* dards as the main reactor bmldmgs.

But. léaks first were .detected in
the steel liners:of one of the pits in
1972 —. before’ the miclear plant *
“went ' into’service’ and: before any

. radxoactwe fuel was .stored in the

its.

P The company “didn’t “Tepair the”

leaks then because it consxdered

them 0. be “mmor >

- ;.

...- 'P‘“u1

.,f -

90 galions’ an hour — appmxxmate- No
ly 45 times what it was when it Saturc

was: fnrst "detected. | rates:

Leaks in the other pit'were fu'st One d

. _ discovered in late 1975, The rate of mihy
‘leakage, there has been slower — Thd

at times only a seep — but radio- .the N

_active water there has breached . durin

"not only the pit’s steel liner, but-a losiny

four-foot concrete’ wall. Posti]

. . . Permanent repa!rs now may | have' 2‘1;*
. ‘a 234

* Turn to Page 14A Col-1 .," Lo
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. The storm blown up by the growmg scandals of busmess payoffs

. abroad could cost American industry several billions of dollars worth of
-ehport sales yearly — and wipe out thousands of ‘domestic jobs. Page 1F,

I‘QDIANTO\VN Fla. — Jue.t in
case he needs them. Cecil Pollack

. . Viewpoint. oL L. carries his teeth around in his shirt
. . pocket. . -

’ Y ETY I Il “Do they hurt®” someone asked.
. ] \:4'} H EHE. TD HNH lT “Only if they bite me,"-he said.

. Pollack, orphaned at seven, grew

.» up in the cow camps and,prairies
around Lake Okeechobee a'oout the
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