
EUSGS 
science lot a changing world 

Department of the Interior 
US Geological Survey 

Columbia Environmental Research Center 
4200 E. New Haven Road 

Columbia, MO 65201 

August6,2018 

Patricia J. Pelke 
Chief, Materials Licensing Branch 
U.S. NRC Region Ill 
2443 Warrenville Road 
Mail Control Number 588619 
Lisle, Illinois 60532 

Dear Patricia Pelke, 

SUBJECT: Response to Change to NRC License No. 24-12728-01 issued to U.S. Geological Survey, 
Docket Number 3005146 email 

This is a response to the email that you sent Dr. Orazio on Wednesday, June 20, 2018 where you 
indicated that on the next billing cycle CERC will owe $14,800 for Program Code 03620, Fee Category 
3M, and additional $9,300 for Program Code 03123, Fee category 3P. 

Program Code 03123 appears to be for Measuring Systems Gas Chromatography due to the fact that the 
Center does have gas chromatography with three Ni-63 ECDs that are on a General License from 
Agilent, Inc. 5301 Stevens Creek Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95051. 

CERC is part of the U.S. Geological Survey and we use these gas chromatography instruments with Ni-
63 ECDs strictly for government (public) research on environmental samples (not research in industry). 

According to our radiation license files in July 15, 2008 Mona S Williams of NRC confirmed that the 
assessment of a 3P fee category for the use in gas chromatographs for sample analysis is part of the 
authorized material permitted for use under the 3M fee category for research and development. 
Therefore, NRC canceled the assessment of fee category 3P from USGS license numbers 39-25372-01 
and 24-12728-01 (see attachment#1). 

Is this additional 3P charge appropriate for our current license? Thank you for your attention in this 
matter. 

~~y, // /. 

a_~J/V 
Vanessa Vel~z l> 
Radiation Safety Officer 
573-441-2958 
vvelez@contractor.usgs.gov 

RECEIVED AUG O 9 2018 
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Mona Williams, 

Attachment 1 

musGs 
sci,nce far a changing world 

Department of the Interior 
US Geological Survey 
Box 25046 MS-974 
Denver CO, 80225 

June 16, 2008 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Chief, License Fee Team 
Two White Flint North MS- 9 El 0 
11545 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852-2738 

The US Geological Survey would like to dispute license fees for two licenses (Columbia, 
Missouri License number 24-12728-01 and Columbia, South Carolina License number 
39-25372-01 ). 

Both licenses recently received license bills for annual category 3M and 3P (program 
code 03620 and 03123 respectively) for this fiscal year and for category 3P for 5 years in 
the arrears. We agree with the category 3M but dispute the category 3P based on the 
regulations 1 OCFRl 70.31 and NUREG 1556 Volume 20. Both these licenses have been 
previously been billed only for program code 03620, annual fee category 3M. The NRC 
added the category 3P (program code 03123) to our license fees due to gas 
chromatographs being possessed and used at each location. 

NUREG 1556 Volume 20 states for program code 03123 (annual category 3P) that the 
gas chromatograph be used for industrial processes. First, the USGS is a Federal Agency 
within the Department of Interior, not in the industrial sector. Additionally, the USOS 
uses the gas chromatograph strictly for research (not :research in industry). Therefore, 
operations at both locations should be billed only as annual fee category 3M (program 
code 03620). 

I have attached on the following page, wording taken directly from the NRC Regulations 
and NUREG 1556 Volume 20. Thank you in advance to your attention in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
Darrell Liles, CHP, PE 
( dliles@usgs.gov) 
(303)236-4726 phone 

~/;~ 
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NUREG 1556 Volume 20 

Measuring Systems Gas Chromatograph• Program Code 
03123 

Measuring Systems Gas Chromatograph licenses are Issued for the possession and use of gas 
chromatographs to be used for quality control testing in Industrial processes. 

10 CFR Citation: Part 30.33 

Fee Category: 3P Fee . 

10 CFR 170.31 License Fee 
10 CFR 171.16 Annual Fee 

R ... arch and Development Other 

Inspection Program Category: K 
Priority: 7 

Program Code 
03820 

Research and Development Other licenses are Issued for the possession and use of specifically 
designated radionuclldes In academic Institutions, Industrial facllltles, and medical Institutions 
for non·human research. 

10 CFR Citation: Part 30.33 

Fee Category: 3M 

10 CFR 170.31 License Fee 
10 CFR 171.16 Annual Fee 

1ocm110.31 Regulations for category 3M 

Inspection Program Category: E 
Priority: 5 

Other licenses for possession and use of byproduct material Issued under part 30 of this 
chapter for research and development that do not authorize commercial distribution. 

toCFRt 70.31 Regulations for category 31! 

All other specific byproduct material llcensest except those In Categories 4.A. through 9.D. 



UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION . /' 

Department of the Interior 
ATTN: Darrell Liles, CHP~. PE 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Box 25046 MS-97 4 
Denver, CO 80225 

Dear Mr. Liles: 

WASHINGTON, D'.C. 20555•0001 

July 15, 2008 

The purpose of this letter Is to respond to your letter dated June 16, 2008, contesting the 
assignment of fee category 3P (for use in gas chromatographs for sample analysis), pertaining 
to license numbers 24-12728-01 and 39-25372-01. Your letter indicated that the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission previously assessed a fee for activities for both licenses under fee 
category 3M (research and development). You assert that the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) uses the ·gas chromatograph strictly for research. You also assert that based on the 
explanation of fee category 3P under regulations 1 O CFR 170.31 and NU REG 1556 Volume 20, 
will subject you only to the 3M fee category. 

Our Region I (King of Prussia, PA) licensing staff reviewed license number 39-25372-01 and 
confirmed that the assessment for a 3P fee category for use in gas chromatographs for sample 
analysis is part of the authorized material permitted for use under the 3M fee category for 
research and development. Therefore, we are canceling the assessment of fee category 3P 
from USGS' license numbers 39-25372-01 and 24-12728-01. 

Enclosed are revised invoices for license number 24-12728-01 for fiscal years (FY) 2005 
through 2008 deleting fee category 3P. Also; enclosed are revised invoices for license number 
39-25372-01, reflecting a current invoice date and the deletion of fee category 3P for FY 2002 
through 2008. For any fee related questions, you may contact Ms. Shirley Crutchfield, of my 
staff, at 301-415-6097. 

Enclosures: 
As stated 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Mona S. Williams, Chief 
License Fee Team 
Division of Financial Management 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer 
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