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Nuclear Information and Re.source Service is a nonprofit, public interest organization that serves as the 
information and networking hub for people and organizations concerned about nuclear power, radioactive 
waste, radiation, and sustainable energy issues. We oppose the Holtec site because it is supposedly "interim" 
meaning the waste would have to move again and is not being characterized for potentially permanent storage 
and isolation. It is kicking the can down the road, making the nuclear waste problem worse while attempting to 
give the illusion of a solution. We also oppose the site because ofthe technical, environmental, cultural, social 
and environmental justice problems this specific site raises. Since NRC is proceeding, we call on NRC to fully 
evaluate in the EIS all aspects of the site, beyond those in the Environmental Report and including the 
inextricably linked transport impacts affecting communities across the country each in their own way. 

Reject and do not rely on the Environmental Report done by Tetra Tech for the Holtec CISF Proposed Project. 
NRC should not itself and should not allow Holtec, the applicant, to rely on an Environmental Report prepared 
by a fraudulent contractor with a proven track record of allowing radioactive wastes to be spread to clean area 
and destinations and of employing workers who were unqualified and/or deliberately violated scientific 
protocols for sampling and remediation. (http://greenaction.org/?s=hunters+point; 
https://www.peer.org/search.html?peer custom search field=tetra+tech&x=9&y=8&id=3406) 

For 20 years Tetra Tech has been involved in the "dean up" of the huge, heavily radioactive and chemically 
contaminated Hunter's Point site in the Bay Area of California. According to the Navy, Environmental Protection 
Agency and the California Health Department, Tetra Tech has been falsifying radiation monitoring data, 
deliberately spreading radioactive soil and waste to clean places on and offsite, using unqualified workers to 
supervise radioactive scanning and cleanup efforts and suppressing and firing whistleblowers at the Navy's 
huge Hunters Point nuclear site that is being converted to high-end housing. Based on this track record, Tetra 
Tech cannot be trusted to assess environmental impacts of the proposed Holtec dump in New Mexico. 

Former workers are speaking out about Tetra Tech's routine and persistent fraud at Hunter's Point. A "Show 
Cause" Petition has been filed at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) under 10 CFR 2.206 to remove 
Tetra Tech's radioactive license and is pending with NRC. It was submitted by GreenAction for Health and 
Environmental Justice, Petitioner, v. Tetra Tech EC, Inc., Licensee as 10 C.F.R. § 2.206 PETITION TO REVOKE 



MATERIALS LICENSE NO. 29-31396-01: 6-28-2017. It states and documents that "Tetra Tech's role was marked 
by intentional fraud, greed and disregard for the health and safety of present and future San Francisco 
residents as well as the greater Northern California community. Tetra Tech employees and the radiological 
subcontractors it directly supervised were involved in at least six types of fraud: (1) fake sampling, in which soil 
samples - potentially thousands of them - were reported to have been taken at one location when they were 
actually taken from another; (2) discarding samples and analytical results when they came back radiologically 
too "hot" (i.e., above the cleanup standard); (3) altering scanning data to make them appear radiologically 
acceptable; (4) conducting false building surveys in which certain scan results were fabricated and others were 
falsified; (5) remediating radioactive material in soil improperly, resulting in potentially radioactively
contaminated soil being shipped offsite as well as being used as backfill for trenches at the Shipyard; and (6) 
altering Portal Monitor procedures so potentially radioactively contaminated soil was allowed to be shipped 
offsite for commercial purposes to places unknown. Fraudulent sampling, scanning, and surveys led to 
fraudulent remediation; sites that required additional cleanup were not remediated and remain contaminated 
because fake samples indicated areas were "clean" when they were not. Evidence shows Tetra Tech's top 
onsite management, its Project Manager and Construction Superintendent, participated in and directed the 
fraud. Their employees engaged in sustained widespread misconduct, significantly compromising the cleanup. 
Tetra Tech's willful fraud demonstrates it is unworthy of an NRC license ... " 

"Petitioner's members have lost all trust in Tetra Tech's integrity and ability to properly remediate the Shipyard 
and seek to ensure Tetra Tech is no longer permitted to participate in this and other cleanups by revoking its 
license to do radiological work. (Docket ID NRC-2016-0212)." 

The Tetra Tech experience at Hunters Point is a growing scandal, now bringing greater federal attention. 

Tetra Tech was not only heavily involved in the production of the Holtec CISF Environmental Report but that 
report relies heavily on previous Tetra Tech documents produced during the proposed for Global Nuclear 
Energy Partnership GNEP, which did not proceed. An environmental report from a company that is corrupt and 
falsifies data must not be used to justify the largest nuclear waste facility ever proposed in the US and possibly 
the world. 

Reject Holtec lnternational's illegal application for a Consolidated "Interim" Storage Facility (CISF) for high 
level nuclear waste because centralized or consolidated interim storage sites are NOT allowed under US federal 
laws to the extent the Department of Energy and US taxpayers are expected to own and transport the waste. It 
is an ILLEGAL DUMP. The EIS must identify who will own the waste at the site and who is liable and evaluate the 
project with and without title transfer to the Department of Energy and US taxpayers. Consider the 
consequences of private corporations moving and potentially reprocessing the waste and the consequences of 

taxpayers having liability for a privately run facility with a limited license and no clear prospects for waste 
removal to a final destination. The EIS will be deficient if it does not evaluate the physical and economic 
management of the waste at this "interim" site in perpetuity, if the site is licensed in the absence of a 
permanent isolation system. 
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The Holtec site VIOLATES ENVIROMENTAL and EC°ONOMIC JUSTICE--
The proposed area has valuable industries including pecan, cattle ranches, dairy, and other local farming 
interests that would be threatened by the site. Even some of the hazardous and extractive industries that are a 

. big part of the economy oppose the dump. New Mexico "has suffered enough as a national. sacrifice zone at the 
hands of the nuclear industry, including abandoned uranium mines, the Manhattan Project, Trinity Test, 
plutonium contamination in the rivers downstream from Los Alamos, uranium enrichment, and hosting the 
nation's transuranic waste at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant. As one of the poorest states, and a majority 
minority state, New Mexico has experienced environmental racism for decades. People of Color continue to be 
disproportionately impacted by hazardous and toxic wastes." (Samia Assed, Chair of the New Mexico Poor 

· People's Campaign; see: www.nonuclearwaste.org) NRC should assess the multiple stresses on New Mexicans 
and failures to compensate them over the history of the atomic age. 

CASK DANGERS- ' 
None of today's certified waste containers are designed for real world transport conditions (temperatures, 
crash speeds, submersion in deep water) and have not been physically tested despite dump-promoter's misuse 
of 40 year-old crash-test videos on totally different casks. The storage containers cannot be monitored for 
potential cracks and leaks, inspected, repair,ed or replaced even though we know the waste will be dangerous 
longer than th.ey will last. The technology is in the "future" according to NRC staff. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) should include evaluation of moving 10's of lOOO's of shipments of the most deadly 
radioactive waste in super-heavy, inadequate containers over deteriorating railroad tracks, roads and 
bridges ... impacts from many thousands of shipments on infrastructure, on people, businesses, communities, 
and resources all along the way 

HOTTER HIGH LEVEL WASTE--
NRC should include full evaluation of "high burn-up" fuel. It is a significant portion of the waste that would go 

to Holtec. 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE-
Assess and report on the reliability and capability of volunteer and distantly-located emergency response 
personnel upon which the site will rely. Include availability, training, equipping and notification of emergency 
responders all along the routes. 

HARSH ENVIRONMENT-
Consider, in more than a cursory dismissive way, the decades of high temperatures, salty dry climate, potential 
flash floods, lightning, burrowing animals, sand, blocked vents, wind, rain, fire on the casks and waste. Assume 
increased earthquake risks and other impacts from fracking (which is not prohibited) near and under the site! 

CONSOLIDATED "INTERIM" STORAGE (CIS) COULD BECOME PERMANENT-
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NRC must analyze the consequences of the waste remaining indefinitely at the site ... never moving to another 
location. Holtec proposes to "consolidate" up to 173,600 metric tons of high-level waste from all US nuclear 
power reactors to New Mexico, near the famous Carlsbad Caverns, to "temporarily" store for 40-120 years. {It 
could take 40+ years to move it there!) The waste would allegedly be moved again but if no permanent site is 
found or money to move it again never appears, it could stay forever, despite not being designed for 
permanent isolation. 

REPROCESSING+ PROLIFERATION DANGER-

N RC, analyze the possibility of the waste being reprocessed at the site, since consolidating waste is the first step 
to dangerous reprocessing to extract plutonium, increasing nuclear weapons proliferation, massive water use 
and intense, irreversible environmental contamination. Reprocessing was proposed at this same site before and 
must be addressed in the EIS. 
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