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General Comment 

Dear Commissioners, 

 

On behalf of the Powder River Basin Resource Council and our members who live, work and/or 

recreate near Wyoming's in situ uranium projects, thank you for the opportunity to submit 

comments on the Wyoming-NRC agreement.  

 

We have participated in the state rulemaking and legislative processes, and thus many of our 

comments and concerns have already been resolved to the extent they can be by the state. At this 

step in the process, we will not provide detailed comments but we would like to emphasize some 

overriding concerns that remain with the state takeover of the licensing program. 

 

First, as you are well aware the uranium industry continues to decline. It is a boom-bust industry, 

but in many ways it is just a bust industry. Mines and mills go idle or orphan and, while there is 



always great speculation among the companies, very little new production actually comes online. 

We remain concerned about the viability and sustainability of the state program from the revenue 

side. We hope all companies will pay their annual fees in a timely manner (and based on our 

comments the state did change the timing of its annual collection). But if they don't pay, what is 

Plan B? Wyoming's program is limited and will not have a reserve to draw upon. The legislature, 

our citizens, and even the companies strongly expressed the need and desire for the program to 

be fee-funded, and we sincerely hope that will remain the case. 

 

Second, the NRC's transparency through the ADAMS system has always been a benefit for our 

members and our work. The Wyoming DEQ is in the process of transitioning to e-permitting for 

mining operations but that transition is not yet complete. Additionally, it is our understanding 

that a public interface for a state permit/license database will be years into the future, if it 

happens at all. We ask the NRC to help ensure transparency by continuing to collect information 

from Wyoming licensees and posting those records on ADAMS. While the NRC may no longer 

be the primary regulator, your oversight role will continue and you can play an important role for 

the public by helping the state ensure transparency.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments and for your careful review of the 

Wyoming agreement. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shannon Anderson 

Staff Attorney 

Powder River Basin Resource Council 

 




