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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pennsylvania Field Office

110 Radnor Road, Suite 101
State College, Pennsylvania  16801-4850 

November 2, 2017 

Michael Gallagher
Exelon Generation
200 Exelon Way 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 

RE:   USFWS Project #2017-0333 
PNDI Receipt #617811 

Dear Mr. Gallagher: 

Thank you for your letter of September 26, 2017, which provided the Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Service) with information regarding the proposed Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station Units 2 
and 3 license renewal located in Drumore, Fulton, and Peach Bottom Townships, Lancaster and 
York Counties, Pennsylvania.  This project is in the range of the bog turtle (Clemmys 
muhlenbergii), a species that is federally listed as threatened The following comments are 
provided pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) to ensure the protection of endangered and threatened species, the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U.S.C. 703-712; Ch. 128; July 13, 1918; 40 Stat. 755, as amended), and 
the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (54 Stat. 250, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 668-668d) to 
ensure the protection of migratory bird species.   

This license renewal will involve no new construction, refurbishment, ground disturbing 
activities, changes to operation, or changes to existing land use conditions.  Operation and 
maintenance activities during the term of the renewed licensing are only expected to occur in 
previously disturbed areas or existing rights-of-way.

Bald Eagle

In addition to protection under the MBTA, bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act (Eagle Act).  The Eagle Act protects eagles by prohibiting 
killing, selling, disturbing, or otherwise harming eagles, their nests or eggs.  “Disturb” means to 
agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, based on the 
best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle; (2) a decrease in its productivity, by 



substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior; or (3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior. 

Bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) are known to nest in the vicinity of the project area, with 
3 nests being located within a half mile of the project site. You have provided us with a signed 
Bald Eagle Project Screening Form indicating that all recommended avoidance measures will be 
followed. 

If you have additional questions regarding eagle permits, please contact Thomas Wittig, 
Northeast Regional Bald and Golden Eagle Coordinator at 413-253-8577 or 
Thomas_Wittig@fws.gov.

Bog Turtle

Bog turtles inhabit shallow, spring-fed fens, sphagnum bogs, swamps, marshy meadows, and 
pastures characterized by soft, muddy bottoms; clear, cool, slow-flowing water, often forming a 
network of rivulets; high humidity; and an open canopy.  Bog turtles usually occur in small, 
discrete populations occupying suitable wetland habitat dispersed along a watershed.  The 
occupied intermediate successional stage wetland habitat is usually a mosaic of micro-habitats 
ranging from dry pockets, to areas that are saturated with water, to areas that are periodically 
flooded.  Some wetlands occupied by bog turtles are located in agricultural areas and are subject 
to grazing by livestock.

To determine the potential effects of the proposed project on bog turtles and their habitat, 
Deborah Poppel, conducted a Phase 1 bog turtle habitat assessment on August 30, 2017.  
According to the report, five wetlands were identified within the project boundaries.  Following 
the methods described under “Bog Turtle Habitat Survey” (Phase 1 survey) of the Guidelines for 
Bog Turtle Surveys (revised April 2006), Ms. Poppel determined that the subject wetlands do not 
have the combination of soils, vegetation, and hydrology typical of habitat occupied by bog 
turtles.  We concur with this habitat determination and conclude that implementation of the 
proposed project will not affect the bog turtle or any other federally threatened or endangered 
species under the Service’s jurisdiction.   

This determination is valid for two years from the date of this letter.  If the proposed project has 
not been fully implemented prior to this, an additional review by this office is recommended.  
Should project plans change, or if additional information on listed or proposed species becomes 
available, this determination may be reconsidered.  

If the Phase 1 habitat assessment did not include all wetlands in all areas that will be directly or 
indirectly affected by the proposed project and project-associated features (e.g., roads, water and 
sewer lines, utility lines, stormwater and sedimentation basins, buildings and other structures, 
driveways, parking lots, yards/lawns, wells), expand the scope of the Phase 1 survey to include 
these areas.  If any wetlands are located, submit the results of the expanded wetland and Phase 1 
investigation to our office for review so that we can confirm whether the above determination is 
still valid.  



This response relates only to endangered and threatened species under our jurisdiction, based on 
an office review of the proposed project’s location.  No field inspection of the project area has  
been conducted by this office.  Consequently, this letter is not to be construed as addressing 
potential Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act or other authorities.  

To avoid potential delays in reviewing your project, please use the above-referenced USFWS 
project tracking number in any future correspondence regarding this project. 

Please contact Bonnie of this office at (814) 234-4090 if you have any questions or require 
further assistance regarding this matter.  

Sincerely,

Lora Z. Lattanzi
Field Office Supervisor 
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