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General Comment 

I oppose the proposed procedural changes to federal regulations that would enable nuclear plant owners to 
receive permission from the Nuclear Energy Institute to experiment with new fuel pellets and fuel rods in 
nuclear power reactors without prior NRC review and approval and without affording citizens and residents 
the opportunity to agree or disagree with the experiments. This end-run around existing regulatory procedures 
would eliminate the need for license amendment requests (hence, no opportunity for public intervention) and 
exemption requests. 

The public should never be excluded from being informed about practices at nuclear power plants, which 
directly impact public health and safety; nor should the public be impeded from expressing concerns, making 
comments and, ultimately, impacting final decisions. The current proposal, which would tum regulation over 
to the industry itself, is a recipe for disaster. 

I urge you to heed the comments in opposition made by staffers within the NRC itself, Harold Chernoff being 
one of them. Additionally, I urge you to carefully consider the June 27, 2018, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Comments on Draft Letter to the Nuclear Energy Institute Regarding the Clarification of Regulatory Paths for 
Lead Test Assemblies, [NRC-2018-0109] as published June 7, 2018, in the Federal Register, pp. 26503-
26505. 

Finally, I would like to express my concern that the April 2018 FO IA request for AFT/LT A records submitted 
by Pave Lochbaum has not met with a timely response. Please provide the records requested. The NRC 
resistance to doing so raises questions about the Commissions role as an honest broker in the review 
processes. 




