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To:- Mz.. 3. P. 0'keilly, Director, Keglowe II
Cf{fice of Inspection & Enfourtement
U. S. Xuclear Regulatory Coaaisslos
Atls=2s, Conrgia 30303

Yrouw:Mr. C. X, Yetby, Plant Mazager
St. lewarle Plant - DPR 67
Tlarida Pruer & Light Company
Bixal, Florids

SUBIRLT s 3T POR PACSIMILE TRANSOLETUUS TO COSTLIRY PROMPT
SESOPTABLE OCCURRENCES 332 ~0%-12 AND 333-78-12

This seoe ecufirms ocur telephone dlciveciane of April 17 and Apri) B
with Mr. M, ¥. Sinkule of your office. These discussions concernad

tVo prowmpt reooruble occurrencey x» Ioilirwa:

el oy o el

e

(2]
™M

1. L

>
1] -;,
[T ).

Tule Wear., CEA guilde wuotra 15 fuel assendlies ar
2= vith the sase BRI vwarizr Rave eaperienved vear.
is at & location corrzprallag co the tips of the
T wLA0 operating io the ALl 3aws Dyt mode. The caure is
31338 »f the CEA fingers a3 vratentily inducel by
ovnian: fiov.  Because of this x;«;srmny generic protlem
S waslier gerforoed Eddy Curreasz Terzang (BCT) on expested
verst tade assenblies on April 1L, Frelininary resvlrs of
thir 2T coofiroed that the S:. locle Plant has guide tube
¥+AT. AT present plisnt aTe X pasisTn TCT on all asrerhldies
w@%.12% Sawe Ledn under CEA's and {3.4<72 thin stsinlesa zateel
sisars with c¢hrowe plated wemar pusfsces in 311 assendlies
whica wili have CFAs for Cycle 2. Dejen2ing cn the rcsules
of the IT we also expéct to sleeve the assecdlies vhich had
CEs%e 22 Sxzle 1 and are to ¢ a4 Inithoat CEA's) for Cycle
2. w23t of the prodlen ans the slacves are contained 1ino
Teporse CE¥-79-PF, CEN-S80(N)-F, C¥-22-F aad CEN-B3-(B)-Y. A2~
thivigh thora2 are for other plants, tdey are generally appli-
cakle to St. Lucie. A slollar cepore or teports vill be sud-
nitted Sz St. Lucie vhen oote fnfotwation 1 available. 1o
the discusslon on April 17 we fxftzaiad Chis vas reportadle
An oot ¢inion and tonfirsed thls ca the 1Bth. .
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Mc. 3. P. O'Reflly

2. Incore Instnument Thimbles.

tained fa tudes called thicdler {or scalarde).

\— 2-—

April 18, 1878

The $ncore Snstrunents are com-
These tubas .

extend from the Upper Cuide structure fnto the assecblies

guide tubes.

The thiobles are not pressure doundaries; they

peTe a3 "lLoshings” to support the ceall, {lexible incore

asseablies within tbe largesr guide tubes.

then the Upper

Cuide Structure and ShstrTvmens packaze vwas texoved op Aprid

15, 3 (of 45) of these thicbles reasined in the core.

They

vere resoved and inapected and 1t appears they had been broken

° for scoe tipe (L.e., before the plant shut down).

We felt

this vas not reportable as the involved {rstnents bad been
fully OPERABLE at the tise ol shutiowr azd wovld not have
cauted entry into an ACTION auirpext svep 35 they had fafled.
Alsc the thimbles were contatned wnd could have caused no

dazage.

When ve discussed ¢he guide tude vear probiea on

April 1?7 wve pentioned the thizhles s aa {tea of potentiald

putlic dnferest.Further discuseloc witk Ar. Sinkule om April

15 leads uv Lo belfeve this ften s reportadble as a poten-
tially geueric conceérn and ve ayxe coafirming Chat via this

DED0 ~

The breaks are in a threaded secsioe of the thinbles and a»
noted adove did not aff{ect operadiiity of the instrusents.
AT thte ¢i=¢c we have no furrher $olormation por do we have

fira plans for resolution.

Further dnaspections and evalua-

Civas are plansed., We vill kecg yoa (nformed.
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FROMI:

SUEBJECT:

Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director, Region II
Office of Inspection and Enforcement

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. C. M. Weth, Plant Manager
St. Lucie Plant - DPR 67
Florida Power & Light Company
Miami, Florida

MEMO FOR FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION TO CONFIRM PROMPT
REPORTABLE OCCURRENCES 335-78~11 AND 335-78-12

This memo confirms our telephone discussions of April 17 and April 18
with Mr. M. V. Sinkule of your office. These discussions concerned
two prompt reportable occurrences as follows:

1. CEA Guide Tube Wear. CEA guide tubes in fuel assemblies at
other plants with the same NRSS vendor have experienced wear.
The wear is at a location correspondinc to the tips of the
CEA's when operating in the All Rods out mode. The cause is
vibration of the CEAR fingers apparently induced by
coolant flow. Because of this apparently generic problem
the vendor performed Eddy Current Testing (ECT) on expected

““worse case assemblies”on April 16.  "Prelimina¥y Yesults of =~ ~
this ECT confirmed that the ST. Lucie Plant has guide tube
wear. ECT present plans are to perforxm ECT on all assemblies
which have been under CEA's and insert thin stainless steel
sleeves with chrome plated wear surfaces in all asserblies
which have been under CEA's for Cycle 2. Depending on the results
of the ECT we also expect to sleeve the assemblies which had
CEA's in Cycle 1 and are to be used without CEA's for Cycle
2. Details of the problem and the sleeves are contained in
reports CEW-79-P, CEN-80-(N)-P, CEN-22-2 and CEN-83-(B)~P. Al-
though these are for other plants, they are generally applicable
to ST. Lucie. A similar report or reports will be submitted for
St. Lucie when more information is available. In the discussion on
April 17 we indicated this was reportable in our opinion and conflrmed
this on the 18th.




Mr. J. P. O'Reilly -2- April 18 , 1978

2. Incore Instrument Thimbles. The incore instruments are con-
tained in tubes called thimbles (or scabards.) These tubes
extend from the Upper Guide structure into the assemblies
guide tubes. The thimbles are not pressure boundaries; they
sexve as trashings" to support the small, flexible incore
assemblies within the larger guide tubes. When the Upper
Guide Structure and instrument package was removed on April
15, 3 (of 45) of these thimbles remained in the core. They
were removed and inspected and it appears they had been broken
for some time (i.e., before the plant shut down). We felt
this was not reportable as the involved instruments had been
fully OPERABLE at the time of shutdown and would have failed.
Also the thimbles were contained amd could have caused no
damage. When we discussed the guide tube wear problem on
April 17 we mentioned the thimbles as an item of potential
public interest. Further discuscion with ¥:. Sinkule on rAprfil.
18 leads us to believe this item is reportable as a potentially
generic : concern and we are confirming that via this memo.

The .breaks are in a threaded section of the thimbles and as
noted above did hot affected operability of the instruments.

At this time we have.no further .information-noxr .do we -have

firm plans for resolution. Further inspections and evaluations
are planned. We will keep vou informed.




