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STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN BILL KEATING
NRC ANNUAL ASSESSMENT MEETING, MARCH 27, 2018

Thank you for the opportunity to address you at tonight’s meeting. I am pleased to share with
you all my concerns regarding the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station and how [ am working in
Congress to address nuclear safety and security throughout the United States and at Pilgrim in
particular.

For many years, Pilgrim was a vital picce of the energy mix here in Massachusetts. However, the
plant’s troubled record, sudden shutdowns, and low NRC ratings deeply concern many people in
the region. I too am deeply concerned about the plant’s persistent low safety rating, the safety
situation faced by the workers and the community, and troubling reports surfacing about the
parent company’s operations in other states.

I continue to encourage the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to place PNPS under the most
rigorous scrutiny. The safety culture at the plant needs to improve, and this must come from the
top. The leadership at Entergy must devote the necessary attention and resources to the plant to
ensure its safe operation. In addition, Entergy must be required to operationalize adequate
Corrective Action Programs to maximize the safety of residents of Plymouth and surrounding
communities.

As a licensed operator, Entergy must prove itself worthy of the trust of the federal government
and the people it serves, and it needs to do this every day, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Entergy
leadership must prioritize safe operation of the plant, not the bottom line of shareholders. The
findings of this Annual Assessment Letter, which keeps Pilgrim in Column 4 due to long-
standing issues of low-to-moderate safety significance, indicate that this commitment to safety
still has not been fulfilled.

I call upon the NRC to maintain its level of oversight at PNPS and target its assessments of the
plant to improved safety procedures and protocols. Entergy must be held accountable for the
deficiencies identified in this assessment and the other ongoing inspections, and corrective action
must be taken. The safety of the people of Massachusetts depends on it.
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I'also remain engaged on cyberdefense policy to ensure our country, our critical infrastructure,
and our nuclear plants are safe from cyberattacks. Entergy must remain vigilant to ensure that the
Pilgrim station is protected from cyber intrusion of any kind.

[ 'serve on the House Homeland Security Committee where I work with Republicans and
Democrats to improve our country’s cybersecurity capabilities. Last week’s omnibus funding
bill, signed into law by the President, provides funding for important energy security and safety
programs, including $100 million for cybersecurity to protect our electric grid and energy
infrastructure.

Many of us in Washington are acting to enhance our nation’s cybersecurity. Given the NRC’s
decision last December to waive the requirement that Entergy complete all eight cyber-security
milestones at Pilgrim prior to the announced closure date of the plant, and given the fact that the
cyber-security standards for nuclear plants were set nine years ago, nine years during which the
nature and frequency of cyber-attacks on American infrastructure have only worsened, it is
incumbent upon the NRC to work with federal intelligence agencies to share information and
develop more rigorous cyber-security protocols that reflect the latest technological advances in
cyber-protection. Even when Pilgrim enters the decommissioning phase, the site will still be
home to vital security systems, spent fuel, and dry casks. That is why Entergy and the NRC must
work in collaboration with other expert partners at the Department of Energy, the Department of
Homeland Security, and the relevant agencies to ensure Pilgrim’s cybersecurity systems operate
at the highest possible standards.

Earlier this year, I re-introduced the Nuclear Plant Decommissioning Act along with Senator
Sanders and Congressman Welch of Vermont. The bill would ensure states and local
communities have meaningful roles in the development and approval of reactor shutdown plans
and post-shutdown license transfers. It is the people who live or work in the community hosting
a nuclear power plant who truly understand the effects of decommissioning. This legislation
gives them a voice.

Hundreds of thousands of residents and thousands of local Pilgrim staff appreciate that full
decommissioning of the station and complete restoration of the site will take many years. We
must ensure that these complex tasks are done safely, skillfully, and completely so that the
Plymouth community is economically and environmentally protected today and tomorrow.





