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Mr. Edson G. Case, Acting Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Case:

Re: St. Lucie Plant Circulating Water, System
Docket Nos. 50-335 and 50-389

My letter to you of February 13, 1978 (L-78-51), summarized the operating
history of the St. Lucie Plant Circulating Hater System and indicated that
Florida Power & Light Company was reviewing a number of alternatives to
assure that plant operation would not be restricted by performance of the
system. FPL has determined that raising of the discharge canal dikes and
construction of a, new spillway is desirable since it would: 1) provide
additional capability to accommodate marine fouling of the discharge line
and 2) allow FPL to take advantage of anticipated increases in plant
efficiency following replacement of Unit 1's existing condenser tubes with
titanium tubes. FPL is proceeding with this dike work and expects to haveit completed before the end of the year.

The plans for raising the dikes presently call for an increase in the
dike elevation from +14'ean Low Water (MLW) to +18'LW. The elevation
of the spillway would be increased from +12'LW to +15.5'LW. There will
be no infringement of the mangroves located along the dikes, since the slope of
of the dikes will be increased so as to r'emain within the existing cleared
area. The work does not involve any deviation from the principal architec-
tural and engineering criteria of the units. The proposed work has been
reviewed by both the St. Lucie Plant Facility Review Group pursuant to
10 CFR 50.59, and the Company Environmental Review Group. They have
determined that it does not involve an unreviewed safety question and thatit will have no adverse environmental impacts.
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FPL is continuing to examine alternatives to accommodate or minimize the
impact of marine fouling on the operation of St. Lucie Unit No. 1 and will
continue to keep you advised with respect to this matter.

Very truly yours,

Robert E. Uhrig
Vice President

REU:LLL:sl

cc: fir. James P. O'Reilly, Region II
Hartin H. Hodder, Esquire
Harold F. Reis, Esquire


