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Surry Pow~r Station, Unit 1 
Docket No: 50-280 
Report No: 78-041/03L-0 
Event Date: 11/21/78 

Inoperable Snubber 

1. Description of Event: 

On 11/21/78; with the unit at full power, while performing PT-39.1, 
Snubber 1-WAPD-HSS-141B was .observed with zero fluid level in the reservoir. 
This snubber is not listed on PT-39ol, but was observed in the course of 
performing PT-39ol. The engineer assisting in the test, declared the snubber 
inoperable. This event is reportable in accordance with T.S. 6.6o2ob~(2)a 

·. 2. Probable Consequences of Event: 

3. 

Tech. Spec. 3.20.B allows a period of 72 hrso in which any snubber found 
to be inoperable be r·epaired or replaced before a pow:et rampdown · is 
required. Since the inoperable snubber was replaced within the allowed time, 
there were no consequences from this event. The health and safety of the public 
were not affected.· 

Cause of Event:· 

Upon removal from containment? a close inspection of the snubber was 
made and revealed that the fluid had leaked out through faulty reservoir 
seals. 

4. · Immediate Corrective Action: 

The snubber was replaced with a rebuilt Q.C. accepted shop spare. 

5. Subsequent Corrective Action: 

None required. 

6. Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence: 

All snubbers will be inspected under PT~39B at the next required 
inspection. 

7. Generic Implications: 

The snubber in question is the newer type ITT Grinnell Fig. 200 model, 
which comes equipped with all EPR seals. This snubber has not been reworked 
at the station. Therefore, it is felt that this is not a generic problem 

. but a random failure of factory equipment. 




