
• PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION 
CJ=. 

Date: October 17. 1979 

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE-·PNO-l-?9--09 

This oreliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of ~OSS!BLE 
satetv o:' public interest _sj__g_nificance. The, in,formatiq~-1re_§ented ll_~s initially 
re:;:.eived ~·.dtnout ve'r"Hics.tion O'r" evaluat1on and is bas1ca 1v al1 tfiat is known 
bv IE staff on this date •. · 
....... --
Fad 11 tv;· 

Sub.ject: 

Public Services Electric and Gas Co. 
SZilem Unit l 
Hancocks Gridge. New Jersey 
(Docket No. 50-272) 

COLLAPSE OF WAST£ I IOLDUP TANK 

At approx1mate1y 3:_10 p.m. on Oc::tober 17~ 1979. the #11 iiquid waste holdup hnk 
was collapsed. The 65w000 gal tank was 81!% full. Duririq the pump-down proi;ess 
a vent valve was apparently inadve~tently left closed, resulting fn the collapse 
at the top. No 11qu1d releases were reported from the tank. Ai~borne measurements 
indicated no increases in activity. The 64 foot elevat1on of the Aux Build1na 
l'.'il:: evacuated as a precautionary measur~. No personnel contamination or exposure$ 
were rQported. Two NRC fnspcctots were onsite and ar! fol lowing the l 1censee' s 
eva.1uat1 ons and uc ti ons. · 

Media interest is expected because of sensitiv1ty of nuclear p1ant 1tems. The 
State of New Jersey has been informed. A press release is not planned by the 
licens~e or NRC at this time. · 

llRC, Region I, {Philadelphia) rec:eived not1f1cat1on of this occurrE!nce by telephone 
from an NRG inspector on site at 3:40 p.m • 
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