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Mr. John N. Hannon, Director 
Project Directorate III-1, NRR 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20555-0001 

Dear Mr. Hannon: 

5711 Summerset Dr. 
Midland, MI 48640 
November 6, 1994 

I received a copy of your letter to Mr. Robert Fenech, Vice-Pres. of Nuclear 
Operations of Consumers Power Co., dated October 26, 1994. 

In this letter, you note that the staff is aware of recent progress that 
Consumers has made in loading MSB #6 through #8 at the Palisades site, and also 
their progress in revising unloading procedures. We would like to know if the 
progress you refer to in loading Cask #6 through _#8 means that the company has 
found a way to load the casks without using the steel shims that are pressure-fit 
inside the fuel basket below the lid which seems to be the greatest source of 
difficulty in unloading the cask. If so, we would appreciate getting a copy of this 
progress report, or let us know · if we can_ get it from the public documents room. 

·You also mention that the utility is making progress in procedures for 
minimizing personnel exposure and in incorporating new machining techniques 
for the unloading process. We would -appreciate receiving the documentation for 
these processes since we were told they are new developments in technology 
since the cask was certified. We have several engineers in our group who want 
to follow these matters. 

An important requirement for the certification of any cask is that there 
must be a document that provides details on how the cask will be unloaded. 
This is important since the Safety Evaluation Reports of the staff are replete with 
the types of conditions under which tlte metal basket a11d the cask :must _be 
unloaded for safety reasons. 

Our questions are: 
1) Did the staff check for the adequacy of this report for the unloading 

process before the certification of the cask was approved? Is there a staff report 
on this? 

, -.2) If there: are serious .questions that have n.ow come . to light about 
unloading pr9cedures for t.his cask, .is it prudent for' the -NRC .td' allow the I.· -

continued loading of these casks until Cask #4 has been successfully unloaded? 
·. ·:._;3) Have.:: any other casks that the NRC· has ·certified been unloaded·.for any 

reason? If so, what type are they? 
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4) What techniques have been devised to control the steam flash that is 
the result of· introducing 100 degree F water to 400 degree F fuel surfaces 
during unloading of the VSC-24 cask, as was mentioned at the Aug. 25 meeting? 
Is this problem common to all the casks during unloading that the NRC has 
certified? 

These matters are of great interest to the people of Michigan because we 
are the ratepayers who will be expected to pay for whatever goes on at the 
Palisades site. The State of Michigan in the heart of the Great Lakes Region has a 
great stake in how high level nuclear waste is stored on the shore of Lake 
Michigan for public health and safety reasons. We are deeply concerned about 
what happens to this source of water supply for millions of people and countless 
industries. 

We do not agree that a meeting as important as the one you are 
contemplating for describing the new unloading procedures for these casks 
should take place in your Washington headquarters. We were originally 
promised that this meeting would be held in Michigan. We are asking our 
representatives to assist in making this possible. 

We would hope that you could give public notice on this meeting at least 
two weeks ahead of the date that is set. 

Many thanks for your attention to these matters. 

cc. Chairman Ivan Selin 
Robert Bernero 
Robert A. Fenech 
Senator Carl Levin 
Congressman John Dingell 
Valdus Adamkus, EPA 

Carol Browner, EPA 
Attorney General Frank Kelley 

Governor John Engler 

Yours sincerely, 

Michigan 

Chairman John Strand, Mich. Public Service Commission 




