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MICHlliAN'S PROliRESS 
Palisades Nuclear Plant: 27,780 Blue Star Memorial Highway, Covert. Ml 49043 

JANUARY 27, 1993 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Document Control Desk 
Washington, DC 20555 

DOCKET 50-255 - LICENSE DPR-20 - PALISADES PLANT - NOTIFICATION OF ADJUSTMENT IN 
THE FREQUENCY AT WHICH CONTAINMENT SPRAY HEADER LEVEL WILL BE VERIFIED. 

It has been the practice, at Palisades, to verify that the containment spray 
piping is filled with water to at least the 735 ft. elevation every week, . 
whenever the plant is heated above 325°F. This verification must be made using 
local instrumentation inside the containment building. There is currently no 
Palisades Technical Specification which requires this verification. 

In an effort to reduce unnecessary entries into the c~ntainment during 
operation, and their resultant radiation exposure, we have examined the results 
of our weekly testing over the past year, and concluded that reducing the 
frequency of such testing would not adversely impact plant safety, but would 
avoid unnecessary exposure. In the near future we will start making the subject 
verification every two weeks rather than weekly. If the results of verifying 
level every two weeks are as expected, we may extend the test interval to 
monthly, the interval used in the new CE Standard Technical Specifications, 
NUREG 1432. 

The weekly verification of spray piping water level is not a Technical 
Specification requirement, but was a feature of a Technical Specification change 
request which was submitted on November 24, 1980. That Technical Specification 
change request was withdrawn on January 24 1989, with the commitment to maintain 
the technical require~ents active through administrative ctintrols. The charige 
in frequency of the spray header water level verification has been reviewed and 
approved in accordance with our administrative procedures. Since the weekly 
frequency had been specifically stated, and a specific commitment made to 
maintain the requirement under administrative controls, we wanted to advise you 
~f ~use JY/ur normal admi ni strati ve process to change the testing frequency. 

&~~ 
Patrick M. Donnelly 
Plant Licensing Director 

CC Administrator, Region Ill, USNRC 
Resident Inspector, Palisades 
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