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Kenneth W Berry 
Director 
Nuclear Licensing 

On March 25, 1988, Consumers; Power Company submitted a Technical Specifica-
tions Change Request (Reference 1) to support modifications to improve the 
Palisades Reactor Protection System. One of the driving forces for the 
improvements in the Reactor Protection System was the need to provide 
additional thermal margin. Thermal margin improvement will be required in the 
upcoming Cycle 8 to allow the use of a low leakage core and partial shield 
assemblies to reduce future reactor vessel fluence. 

The Technical Specifications changes requested herein will allow an increase 
of 3.5% in the radial peaking factors for Palisades. It also requests removal 
of the peaking factor limits for the "peak rod" and "narrow gap rod" since 
these limits are a.lways bounded by the more limiting interior rods. 
Modifications are also requested in the linear heat rate (LHR) limits to 
provide only a peak rod limit and to eliminate the exposure dependence of the 
LHR limit. 

These Technical Specifications changes are supported by References 2 and 3 
which provide a disposition or reanalysis of Standard Review Plan Chapter 15 
events and a new large break LOCA analysis. These analyses were made with the 
assumption that the RPS modifications and the Reference 1 Technical 
Specifications changes will be accepted. 

Several of the Technical Specifications changes requested are to be made to 
the ·Techn.ical ·specifications as they currently exist, however, several other 
changes are als.o requested to.the Technical Specifications changes requested 
in Reference 1. Those changes to the Reference 1 page changes are indicated 
by double hash-marks in the right hand column. 
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Changes 4, 5, 7 and 8 are all related to the boron dilution event analysis and 
have been updated to reflect reviewer questions on the Reference 1 submittal 
and to reflect Cycle 8 conditions. 

References 2 and 3 are provided with this submittal, an errata sheet is 
included with Reference 3. 

A check for $150.00 is attached as required by 10CFR170.12. 

Kenneth W Berry 
Director, Nuclear Licensing 

CC Administrator, Region III, NRC 
NRC Resident Inspector - Palisades 

Attachments 
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