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On March 20, 1988, at 2000 hours, with all three Browns Ferry units
defueled a personnel error resulted in the requirements of Technical
Specification (TS) Tabl'e 3.2rK note "Action D" not:being met. On

June 1, 1988, at 1330 hours, during the cognizant engineer review of
.Surveillance Instruction (SI). 4.8.B.l.a.l "Airborne Effluent Release Rate"
data package, two off-gas stack flow estimates were found to be outside of
the 4-hour TS requirement. On March 20, 1988, the stack flow monitor was

inoperable. With this instrument inoperable the .stack flow rate estimates
are normally recorded every 4 hour's as required by the plant's TSs. On

March 20-21, 1988, stack flow rates were recorded at 1400 hours,
2000 hours, 0200 hours, and 0600 hours. This gave an interval of 6 hours
for two readings. This was attributed to personnel error. by .the assistant
unit operators (AUOs) responsible for recording these readings. The AUOs

became involved in other duties .and neglected to take readings within
4 hours as required by the plant's- TSs. The Operations Supervisor has
counseled the individuals involved.
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DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

This event occurred on March 20, 1988, at 2000 hours. The three Browns Ferry
units were in cold shutdown with all fuel removed.

On June 1, 1988, at 1330 hours, during the cognizant engineer review of
Surveillance Instruction (SI) 4.8.B.l.a.l "Airborne Effluent Release Rate"
data package, two off-gas stack flow rate estimates were found to be outside
of the 4-hour technical specification (TS) requirement. On March 20, 1988,
the off-gas system (EIIS code WF) stack flow monitor (0-FT/FM/FI-90-271) was
inoperable. The plant's TS table 3.2 ', note "Action D" states, with this
instrument inoperable, "effluent releases via this pathway may continue
provided the flow rate is estimated at least once per 4 hours." Therefore
the 6-hour estimated flow rate is a violation of the plant's TSs. The
estimated flow rates. are normally recorded at 4 hour intervals in
O-SI-4.8.B.l.a.l. On March 20-21, 1988, flow rates were recorded at
1400 hours, 2000 hours, 0200 hours, and 0600 hours. This gave an interval of
6 hours for two of the readings, contrary to TS table 3.2.K requirements.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The Assistant Unit Operators (AUOs) responsible for recording the off-gas
stack flow rates became involved in other duties and neglected taking action
within 4 hours as required by the plant's TSs. The 1800-hour reading was not
taken because the AUOs were working on the off-gas stack gas monitor. The
2400-hour reading was not taken because the AUOs were working with the
Chemistry Section.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

The immediate corrective action was to resume the recording of the off-gas
stack flow estimates every 4 hours.

1

The Operations Supervisor has counseled the individuals involved in the late
off-gas stack flow rate estimates.

ANALYSIS OF EVENT

On March 20-21, 1988, the off-gas stack flow rates were recorded at 1400
hours, 2000 hours, 0200 hours, and 0600 hours. This gave an interval of 6

hours for two of the readings. There is nothing to indicate that any
radiation release limits were exceeded during this event. Radioactivity
levels did not increase during this event. Off-gas stack flow estimate
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readings remained unchanged during, this event. The standby gas treatment
system which would have increased the flow and releases through the off-gas
stack did not actuate during this event. There,was no adverse affect on
public health and safety. The event had no adverse affect on the safe
operation of the plant.

PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS — None

COMMITMENTS — None
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TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

.Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
Post Office Box 2000

Decatur, Alabama 35602
JUL 01 1988

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sir:

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY — BROWNS FERRY NUCLEAR PLANT UNIT 1 — DOCKET
NO. 50-259 — FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE DPR-33 — REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE REPORT
BFR0-50-.259/88016

The enclosed report provides details concerning the personnel error that resulted
in a violation of technical specifications. This, report is submitted in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 (a)(2)(i).

Very truly yours,

TENNESS VALLEY A HORITY

J . Walker.
1 nt Manager

B owns Ferry Nuclear Plant

Enclosures
cc (Enclosures):

Regional Administration
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office;of Inspection and Enforcement
Region II
101 Marietta Street, Suite .2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

INFO Records Center
'Suite 1500
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
.Atlanta, Georgia 30339

NRC Resident Inspector, Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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