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This is in response to your letter of Hovihbedd, 1978, to the Secretary
of the Huclear Regulatory Commission concerning storage of spent power

reactor fuel at the Susquehanna Steam Electric Station.

Storage facilities for approximately- 1900 spent fuel assemblies were
authorized by the Commission in the construction permits for Units 1
and 2. These .facilities are being constructed in the reactor building,
The storage capacity thus provided would accormodate approximately tuo
and one~half reactor cores since each core would contain 764 fuel

assemnblies,

Irradiated spent fuel must remain in.safe storage on site after removal
from the reactor until the radioactivity and thermal Tevels within .the
fuel have declined to.those for which the shipping packages are licensed.
Typical storage intervals for this purpose "are in the range of 90 to 150
days. HNRC does not set a maximum Tlimit.on the length of time spent fuel

can remain at the plant;
impose a pracb1ca1 Timitation,
present schedule is for.startup of Unit 1 ip
Unit 2 in Novenber 1981.

however, the available storage capacity does
The Pennsylvania Power and Light Company's
MHay 1980 and startup of .
Assuming operation at 80 percent capacity factor

and replacement of one-quarter of each core every 18 months thereafter,

the spent fuel storage facility on site would be full by August 1988 unless
some of the spent'fuel is shipped elsevhere.
sion of its capacity are being formulated by the Ticensee, |
is received for amendment.of the construction permits

s matter, the .HRC will review the details to assure-that

plans for expa

lihen a.request

relative tg,{h1

the hea]%b'and safety of the public are protected.

However, we. understand that

Additional power reactor spent fuel storage is eQentué]]y expectad to
become available at facilities which will be provided for a fee by the
Department of Energy, in accordance with its policy announcement in

October 1977.

Various options are being considered which could result

in sh1prbg§s to such interim stograge facilities in the mid-1980s and to
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) v o disposit1on fac111t1es commencing during the 1988-1993 time frame. :
Further details are provided inythe Draft Environmental Impact Statement
on Storage of U. S. Spent Power Reactor Fuel (DOE/EIS-OO]S-D), which can
" be requested from Mr. W. H. Pennington, Mail Station E-201 S.
Department of Energy, Nashington, D. C.- 2054.). - ‘
S1ncere1y,
Original sigued by
- N R. Denton.
Harold R. Denton, Director :
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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