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Respectfully referred to:

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS

Because of the desire of this office to be

responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by
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January 26, 1987

Senator Jesse Helms
U. S. Senate
4213 DSOB

Washington, D.,C. 20515

Dear Senator Helms:

Now that Shearon Harris is open, Piedmont North Carolina depends
on its safety. I have never opposed nuclear power. I find the
enclosed article to be very disturbing if not frightening. I vill
rely on your investigation to protect me and mine.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

g~~
W. Tra is Porter

WTP/lp

Enclosure
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NASHlNGTON —Substand-

ard bolts have been found at one
U,S. nuclear. power plant and
may well be in place at others,
ready to give.way at the first
serious vibration or ultra-high
temperature,

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-"
mission, however, is alarmingly,
'relaxed about the danger that the
faulty fastener could cause a
Chernobyl-like disaster,

The bolts are counterfeits
mostly from Taiwan, Korea anct.
Japan. They look like high-grade
bolts and bear false industry=
markings designating to~uaiity

Jack Anderson
Meny-Co-Round

manufacture.
They, however, are made of

substandard metals or are inade-

auately tempered to withstand
the stress that they may be sub-
jected to in an emergency.

A qualitymntrol official at
the commission told our associate
Stewart Harris he was reason-
ably certain that there were no
counterfeits in nuclear power
plants, because a recent random
test had turned up none. Asked
how many bolts were actually
tested, the official replied: "13."

Further tests will be made on
perhaps 30 more bolts taken from
three to five power plants, the
official said. This will complet.e
the testing, he said, unless some
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