
« ) a'p,P REGS

0

go ~%)O

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

CHAIRMAN

February 13, 1987

The Honorable David E. Price
United States House of Representatives
I!ashington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Price:
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I am responding to your January 9, 1987 letter expressing
concerns about the issuance of a full power license for the
Shearon 's Nuclear Power Plant.

I assure you that the Commission takes very seriously its
responsibilities, especially when qranting authority to issue a

full-power license. Our Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation and
the NRC Region II staff have reviewed all aspects of the design
and construction of the plant and alleged deficiencies. They have
monitored the utility's sa+isfactory completion of the low power
testing. Extensive public hearings have been held on operation of
the plant. On the basis of the NRC staff's review, the public
hearing record, and a public meeting on January 8, 1987, a full
power license was issued to the Carolina Power 8I Light Company on
January 12, 1987.

Currently, there are two NRC resident inspectors permanen+l.v
assigned at the Shearon Harris facilitv. During the power
ascension phase these inspectors wilI he supplemented by other
NRC specialists. Through its inspection and enforcement program,
the NRC will maintain surveillance over the opera+ion nf the plant
throughout its li,e to assure compliance with Comm',ssion
regulations and protection of public health and safety.

I would be pleased to make NRC sta f members available to brief vou
or vour staff on the status of the Shearon Harris plant if you so
desire. If I can be of any further assistance on this matter,
please let me know.

(j44A
Lando M. ch, Jr.
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The Honorable David E. Price
United States House of Representatives
Mashington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Price:

I am pleased to respond to your January 9, 1987, '1etter in which you expressed
certain concerns about the issuance of a full power license for the Shearon
Har ris Nuclear Power Plant. Specifically, you stated that you wanted to
impress upon the staff the gravity of the staff's decision concerning the
issuance of the above cited license. Moreover, you urged the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and staff to carefully scrutinize all aspects of the full power
testing.

At a January 8, 1987, Coranission meeting, the Commission afforded several
spokespersons for the public the opportunity to present their concerns
regarding the issuance of a. full power license. After listening to the members
of the public and the NRC staff, the Commission authoriz d the issuance of
a full power license. Followih a careful review by e Office of Nuclear
Reactor Regulation and the NRC Re on II Office sta , of all aspects of the
design, construction, alleged defic'cies and s sfactory completion of
the low power testing, a full power 1 ense wa issued to the Carolina Power
& Light Company on January 12, 1987.

Currently, there are two NRC resident i pe tors permanently assigned at the
Shearon Harris facility. During the ower as ension phase these inspectors
will be supplemented by other NRC ecialists. Through its inspection and
enforcement program, the NRC wil maintain surve'llances over the operation
of the plant throughout its 1 ctime to assure corn liance with Commission
regulations for the protec n of public health and afety and the environment.

I hope that the above discussion has been responsive to our concerns.
Sincerely,

'andoll. Zech, Jr.
Chairman
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The Honorable David E. Price
United States House of Representatives

-'ashington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Price:

I am pleased to respond to your January 9, 1987, letter in which you expressed
certain concerns about the issuance of a full power license for the Shearon
Harris Nuclear Power Plant. Specifically, you s ated that you wanted to
impress upon the staff the gravity of the staff'ecision concerning the
issuance of the abov cited license. Moreover, you urged the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission and staff carefully scrutinize a aspects of the full power
testing.

As you may know, on Janua l2, 1987, the s ff issued a full power license
to the Carolina Power 5 Li t (CPSL) Compa for the Shearon Harris Nuclear
Power Plant. This decision as made after the Commission staff, including
the NRC Region II staff in At anta, Geor a concluded that all issues that would
affect the issuance of a full wer lic se were resolved and that CPRL had
satisfactorily completed its lo power est program.

Currently, there are two NRC resid nt inspectors permanently assigned at the
Shearon Harris facility. During th power ascension phase these inspectors
will be supplemented by other NRC s ialists. Through its inspection and
enforcement program, the NRC will ain ain surveillances over the operation
of the plant throughout its lifet' to assure compliance with Comoission
regulations for the protection o public health and safety and the environment.

I hope that the above discussi has been sponsive to your concerns.

Lando ll. ech, Jr.
Chairman
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