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Abstract (Limit to 1400 spaces, l.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On December 7, 1998, during a system readiness review of the Rod Control System by Instrumentation and Control
Engineering, it was discovered that a potential calibration error in the rod speed control circuits for the Rod Cluster Control
Assemblies (RCCAs), coupled with a single failure of the rod withdrawal circuit, could result in a rod cluster to withdraw up
to a maximum rate of 77 steps per minute (spm). This condition is contrary to UFSAR Section 3.1.2, Page 3.1-11, which
states that "No single credible mechanical or electrical control system malfunction can cause a rod cluster to be withdrawn
at a speed greater than 72 steps per minute." In accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B), this interim LER is being
reported as a condition that is outside the design basis of the plant.

The original Precautions, Limitations and Setpoints (PLS) provided by Westinghouse included the recommendations for a
maximum automatic rod speed of 72 spm, which was also used by the accident analysis by postulating two banks of rods
withdrawing at 72 spm. This resulted in a maximum rod speed used in the analysis that did not reflect the maximum
possible rod withdrawal rate.

The completion of the condition report investigation and evaluation of the safety significance of this condition is ongoing.
Once completed, this LER will be supplemented to include that information. The supplement is expected to be submitted

by March 1, 1999.
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