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Document Control Manager:
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On October 24, 1996, at 1215 hours with Unit 1 in Mode 1 at 89 percent Rated Thermal Power, 1-NMO-152, the block
valve for Power Operated Relief Valve (PORV) 1-NRV-152, was declared inoperable. It was subsequently determined
that the valve had been inoperable since October 14, 1996, when the calculation run for 1-NMO-152 using a revised
valve factor showed that the thrust required to close the valve under a design basis differential pressure was above the
current thrust setting in the closed direction. As the valve was not declared inoperable until October 24, 1996, the 1
hour Action Statement requirements were not met. This interim LER is being submitted in accordance with
10CFR50.73(a)(2)())(B), to report a condition prohibited by the plant’s Technical Specifications. The valve factor (0.4)
used in the original calculation for 1-NM0O-152, derived from EPRI test loop data of a similar valve, had been previously
evaluated and accepted by the NRC. As part of the final evaluation the EPRI Performance Prediction computer model
was to be run to determine a bounding valve factor. This run indicated a more conservative value of 0.51 should be
used. However, this valve factor of 0.51 was not applied at the time the information was received, due to an incorrect
assumption that the 0.4 valve factor was still applicable until an upcoming design change was implemented. When the
use of the 0.4 was questioned during the Motor Operated Valve Close-out Inspection, the incorrect assumption was
noted. The 0.51 valve factor was subsequently applied to the thrust calculation and the valve was declared inoperable.

The investigation into the root cause of this event continues, as does the evaluation to determine its safety significance.
A final report, with a finalized root cause, safety significance and preventive actions, is expected to be submitted by
December 20, 1996.




