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Subject: August 25, 2017 and October 11, 2017 Letters re: Licensing Support Network 
Advisory Review Panel 

Dear Mr. Halstead: 

We are in receipt of your letters regarding the Licensing Support Network Advisory 
Review Panel (LSNARP). In your letters, you discuss the process the NRG is following to 
prepare for an LSNARP virtual meeting as directed by the Commission in SRM-COMSECY-17-
0019, "Yucca Mountain Project Activities" (Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML17212B393). 

You request "that NRG first revive a functioning , representative LSNARP and then and 
only then , with the advice of the LSNARP, proceed to develop a new LSN that is easily 
accessible and searchable on the internet by all parties and the general public." My August 11 , 
2017 memorandum was intended to identify the representatives of the existing member entities 
of the LSNARP as well as to identify representatives of new entities eligible for LSNARP 
membership given their status as admitted parties to the High Level Waste (HLW) adjudication. 
Additionally, the memorandum was sent to interested members of the public who previously 
indicated an interest in the LSNARP's activities. On November 7, 2017, the Secretary 
appointed new members to the LSNARP and published a complete list of members 
(ML 17311A091). 

Further, regarding a virtual LSNARP meeting, a Federal Register notice will be published 
at least 15 days prior to the meeting once the date and time have been determined. The 
meeting is intended to gather input regarding reconstitution of the LSN or a suitable 
replacement system from the LSNARP members. The input that is received from the LSNARP 
members ultimately will be provided to the Commission, together with recommendations as to 
reconstitution or replacement of the system. In the event the HLW adjudicatory proceeding is 
resumed, the Commission will decide, in accordance with its order in CLl-13-8, 78 NRG 219 
(2013) , what form the reconstituted LSN will take. In CLl-13-8, the Commission stated (at 234) 
that "[a]mong the questions we leave for another day is whether to reconstitute the LSN, either 
as it was originally implemented or in a different incarnation." In short, the effort now underway 
is doing exactly what you request in your letters. 



The NRC created the ADAMS LSN Library in response to Commission direction to (1) 
facilitate completion of the NRC Staff's Safety Evaluation Report; and (2) ensure the documents 
in the parties' LSN collections that previously were submitted to the agency were treated in 
accordance with federal recordkeeping requirements (CLl-13-8, 78 NRC at 229-30). Although 
at the time of its initial creation the library was non-public, the Commission later approved 
making the LSN document collection publicly available in ADAMS with enhanced search 
capability (see SRM-COMSECY-14-0041, "Staff Requirements- COMSECY-14-0041 - Yucca 
Mountain Project Activities," ML 15034A086). 

During the virtual LSNARP meeting, the NRC will provide for discussion a number of 
options for handling document discovery, some of which would utilize the ADAMS LSN Library. 
The webinars are intended to familiarize the LSNARP member entities with that library before 
the LSNARP meeting to provide a baseline level of understanding and inform discussions at the 
meeting. The first webinar, which is scheduled for November 8, 2017, will be held for entities 
previously associated with the LSNARP or that are participants in the HLW adjudication. A 
second webinar, likely to be conducted in early December, will be open to the public. 
Additionally, an ADAMS LSN Library orientation will occur as part of the LSNARP virtual 
meeting. The LSNARP virtual meeting will be open to the public and transcribed. 

The NRC does not intend to compensate LSNARP member entities, or their 
representatives, for participation or travel expenses. The "virtual" nature of the planned 
LSNARP meeting will serve to mitigate travel expenses. Entities wishing to participate in person 
may do so at their own expense. And finally, since its inception, LSNARP member entities have 
been responsible for designating a person to represent their viewpoints on the Panel. Because 
LSNARP member entities designate representatives to advance their particular outside 
interests, those representatives are not special government employees; accordingly, for 
purposes of 10 C.F.R. § 7.20, no conflict of interest review is necessary, because there are no 
"laws and regulations on conflict of interest applicable to" these representatives. 

As an LSNARP member entity representative, we will continue to be in contact with you 
regarding LSNARP matters. · 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Bates, Ph.D. 
LSNARP Chairman 


