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Arizona Public Service Company
PALO VERDE NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION

P.O. BOX 52034 ~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA85072-2034

102-02712-JML/BAG/P JC
October 28, 1993JAMES M. LEVINE

VICE PRESIDENT
NUCLEAR PRODUCTION

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Sir:

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Units 1, 2, and 3
Docket Nos. STN 50-528/529/530
Pre-certification Training Planned For Second Simulator
File: 93-005-419.06

Arizona Public Service Company (APS) is in the process of installing a second, plant-
referenced simulator. Certification testing of the new simulator is close to completion, and
APS expects to submit the certification package to the NRC on or about
December 10, 1993. As discussed during a telephone conference call on
October 18, 1993, among representatives of NRR's Operator Licensing Branch, NRC
Region V, and APS, it is APS'nderstanding of 10 CFR 55.45(b)(1) that while operating
tests must be administered on a certified simulator, training may be conducted on a
simulator prior to certification.

APS anticipates certification testing of the second simulator will be completed
approximately November 1, 1993. At that time, the PVNGS Nuclear Training Department
plans to begin routine operator training using the new simulator. For the approximate
period of November 1 to December 10, 1993, PVNGS will be conducting training on a
simulator for which certification testing is complete, but which has not been formally
certified to the NRC. During this interim period, the new simulator willnot be used to take
credit for annual operating tests.

Should you have any questions or need further information about APS'imulator training
plans, please call Paula Coffin at (602) 393-5868.

Sincerely,

JML/BAG/PJC/rv
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cc: W. F. Conway
R. M. Gallo
B. E. Holian
B. H. Faulkenberry
L. F. Miller, Jr.
J. A. Sloan
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