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SAFETY EVALUATION BY THF. OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION

SUPPORTING AVFHDMFHT HO. 1 TO FACILITY OPFPATIHG LICENSE t<0. DPR-18

ROCHFSTER GAS AND ELFCTRIC CORPORATION

R. E. GIHHA NUCLFAR POMFR PLANT

DOCKFT NO. 50-244

1.0 INTRODUCTION

NPC Confirmatory Order dated March 14, 1983 confirmed Rochester Gas and
Electric Corporation tRG8tE, licensee) commitments to implement those
Post-THI related items set forth in NUREG-0737 (Clarification of Tt41

Action Plan Requirements) for which the staff requested completion on or
a~ter July 1, 1981. One of the items included was Item III.D.3.4, Control
Room Habitability which was to be completed by July 1984. By letters
dated July 20 and August 30, 1984, the licensee stated that some. of the
equipment necessary to meet the Item III.D,3.4 commitment would not be
nperah.e unti1 the end of September 1984. The licensee requested that
the 1'cense be modified to extend the date for comp>etion of Item III.D.3.4.

A Notice of Consideration of Issuance o, Amendment to License and Proposed
Ho Significant Hazards Consideration Determinatinn and Opportunity for
Heaving related to the requested action was published in the Federal
Reqister on October 24, 1984 (49 FR 42829). Ro requests for lieanng and no
~puh ic comments were received.

2.0 EVALUATION

Item III.0.3.4 reouives that the licensee assure that contro~ room operators
wil'. be adequately protected against the effects of accidental release of
toxic and radioactive qases and that the nuclear power plant can be safelv
operated nr shut down under desiqn bas'.s accident conditions. The activities
required 1~v Ginna in order to resol ve Item III.D.3.4 included relocation
o the am@or ia tat k, installation of redurdant dampers, measurrr,ent and
con irmatinn o acceptable resid~tice time in the charcoal filter, and the
instal>ation o< new radiation and toxic gas monitors.

A new ammonia tank dt signed to use dilute ammonia has been instal>ed iti a
rF w loca+ton tn reduce .he pot~rtia1 ammonia concentration at the control
hui10ino HVf« i<tak<. The old tank, wh'rh cnntiined anhvdrous ~pmnnia s was
ersptied t v motif. F fid o~ July. I+ nr ar v reason it beet mes necessary to use
the old amnonia tank at anv time in the;uture, the control building air
intake dampers will be closed so that a potential release of ammonia will
not present e hazard to the contro1 room operators.
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It may be necessary during such times to periodically open the dampers for
fresh air makeup for short periods nf time (i.e., less than 1 hour) in
order to improve the working environment in the control room for the
operators. The reason f'r this is that ammonia is required for about 24
hours- tn accnmnlish condensate demineralizer resin regeneratinn, but
experience has shown that fresh air makeup to ihe control room is desirable
every 8 to 16 hours. During the fresh air makeup, efforts will be made to
limit handling of the anhydrous. ammonia. In particular, any transfer between
the delivery truck and the tank will be suspended.

Redundant dampers have been installed in the control room ductwork and
acceptable charcoal filter residence times have been considered in the
modification of the recirculation system for the control room. New radiation
and toxic gas detectors have been procured and the analyzer cabinets installed.
Hnwever, detector operation tn automatically iso>ate the redundant control
mom dampers was not available at the end of July 1984.

Peasons for the delay were due primarily to: (1) vendor interface
difficulties between the equipment supplier and another design organization
which resulted in delays in producing design documents required to begin
construction; and (2) a contractor strike which occurred from Hay 31 through
Jul.v R, 1984 and further delayed installation nf piping necessary tn draw
intake air samples from the ducting tn the detec .nr cabinets. The licensee.
also rebid the construction services contract and the resulting organizational
chanqes reouired additional time tn orient new people to the current tasks.
Bv letter dated November 15, 1984, the licensee informed the staff that all
actinns necessary to meet the control room habitability commitments were
completed hy September 30, 1984.

Based on the staff's review of the licensee's request to modify the
schedule for completion of ?tern III.D.3.4, Cnntrol Room Habitability,
ard the fact that a11 items were completed within the requested time
extension, the staf~ concludes that modification nf the order tn show a
cnmp~etinn date of Sentember 30, 1984 is acceptable.

3.0 FNVIRONMENTAL CONSIDFRATION

This amendment involves a change in the installation or use nf a facility
cnmnnren-. located with'in the restricted area as definnd in 10 CFR Part PO.
~he staff has determined that the amendment. involves nn sign'.<icant. increase
i,n the amounts, and no significant chanqe in the types, of anv effluents that
may be released offsi .e and that there is nn signi"icant increase in
sndividual or cumula 've nccupatinnal radiation exposure. The Comm'ssinn
~as previnusl.y issueR a n~npnsed finding that 'th's amendment involves nn
s>on><icant hazards cnnsMoratinn and there has been nn nuhlic comment nn

.indino. Ac. n dinnlv, th s amendmo„> meet.s the eliqihili~y <'teria
cat,ennrical exclusinn ~et <orth in 10 CFR 1 ~P(rl(~) Pursuar t tn

>0 CFR 51.RP(h> nn environmental.impact statement or environmental
assessment need he orepared in connection with the issuance of this
amendment.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

Th~ staff has further concluded, based on the considerations discussed above,
that: ( 1) there is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the
public will not be endangered bv operation in the proposed manner; and
<7) such activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's
regulatior s and the issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the
common defense and security or to the health and safetv of the public.
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