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At approximately 1800 MST on March 5, 1987, Palo Verde Unit 2 was in Mode 4
(H01'HUTDOWN) at 0 percent power when an employee (utility non-licensed) reportedthat the hourly fire patrol for the Control Diesel Generator, and Main Steam
Support Structure (MSSS)(NM) buildings had been performed late. The fire patrol
had been established at 0938 MST on March 5, 1987 to monitor degraded thermolag
in these areas pursuant to Technical Specification 3.7.12 Action a.

The root cause of this event was a malfunctioning access door in the MSSS
building. As immediate corrective action another watchstander completed the
watch immediately upon discovery of the missed watch. Additionally, a work
authorizing document was issued and the door was returned to service.

Although other events of missed fire watches have been reported, there have been
no similar events resulting from the same root cause.
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At apely 1800 MST on March 5, 1987, Palo Verde Unit 2 was in Mode 4
(HQT I) at 0 percent power when an employee (utility non-licensed) reported
that ly fire patrol for the Control, Diesel Generator, and Main Steam
Suppo:ture (MSSS)(NM) buildings had been performed late. The fire
patrolen established at 0938 HST on March 5, 1987 to monitor degraded
thermch had been identified in an NRC audit, pursuant to Technical
Specii 3.7.12 Action a.

This is discovered by the foreman at 1505 when the fire patrol did not
arrivie scheduled tours of the'ontrol Building. The 80 foot HSSS patrol
shouliommenced at 1400 and at 1440 the Control and Diesel Generator
Build;s were due. Consequently the fire patrol was not performed within
1 houIuired by Technical Specification 3.7.12 Action a. As an immediate
correition, another fire watch performed the patrol at 1523. The duration
of th: was approximately 1 hour and 41 minutes.
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The rie of the event was attributed to a malfunction of the access door
in thiuilding. The fire watch was locked in the building at the completion
of heiand could not notify the appropriate authority due to the
unava:y of a telephone or a portable radio. To prevent recurrence, fire
watch<immediately issued portable radios and a design change was issued
to pe}y install a telephone in the HSSS building.

The rie of the malfunctioning door was attributed to a magnetic lock
improIcuring. A work order was generated and the door was returned to
serviEview'f other work documents revealed the magnetic lock has
malfuE one other time in Uni:t 1 and once in Unit 2. A Engineering
EvaluEquest (EER) has been initiated to evaluate the adequacy of the
magneting mechanism in this application.

'

I

There structures, components, or systems that were inoperable at the
start event, other than those described above, that contributed to the
eventr were no manual or automatic safety system responses. There were
no uniaracteristics of the work location or procedural deficiencies which
contrio the event. There were no preventable operator or personnel actions
which uted to this event.

This Ed not adversely affect the safe operation of the plant or the health
and sa the public since in the event of a fire, the fire suppression system
would tuated.

Althour events of missed fire watches have been reported there have been
no siirents resulting from the same root cause.
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Arizona Nuclear Power Project
P.o. BOX 52034 ~ PHOENIX, ARIZONA85072-2034

192-00170-JGH/TRB/ESP
April 1, 1987

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Unit 2
Docket No. STN 50-529
Licensee Event Report 87-005-00
File: 87-020-404

Dear Sirs:

Attached please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 87-005-00 prepared and
submitted pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73. In accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(d), we are
herewith forwarding a copy of the LER to the Regional Administrator of the Region
V Office.

If you have any questions, please contact T. R. Bradish, Compliance Supervisor
at (602) 932-5300 Ext. 6936.

Very truly yours,

UG
J. G. Haynes
Vice President
Nuclear Production

JGH/ESP/cld
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