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D,;ring JanuaTy of 1973, a brief mapping project was conducted by myself 

assisted by Robert Nei,.,-,mnn, a student at the University of Tennessee. Also 

participating were a group of students enrolled in a course entitled Ardw.eo-

logical Field Technique at the University of Tennessee - Stephen Ahler, Erik 

Burkhart, Howard Earnest, Michael Livesay, Jennifer Lund, and Michael McKinley. 

Two uays were devoted to surveying in the Clinch River Liquid Metal Fast Breeder 

Reactor Plant area at two historical sites, 40R.E120 and 40RE121. Both sites 

-are abandoned farm houses probably occupied in the latter part of the 19th. 

century and early 20th. century. 

Procedure 

Two-man surveying crews used the telescopic alidade and plane table for 

mapping. The crews consisted of students unfamiliar with techniques of survey

ing and so the project served t o train them in proper mapping procedures . ne

cause of this lack of experience, each crew mapped the sar.1e area. The maps 

included in this report re.present the work of the most e:i.perienced crew. 

The object of the project was to provide an accurate plan of remains associ

ated with the two sites. These results are presented in the two accompanying 

maps which are self explanatory. No systematic effort was made to record in 

elaborate detail the condition of the various structures or the nature of 

several associated features. The text makes mention of the remains, their con~ 

dition, dimensions, and probable function, but should not be taken as an 

exhaustive descriptive account. 
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Elevation readings are based on temporary berich marks set by the. cre\·J in 

the vicinity of the mapped area and arbitrarily designated 100 ft. above sea 

level. Due to the short time spent nt both sites) it was deemed unfeasable 

to tie the plan maps into d.istantly located geological survey bench marks . 

The maps were, hmcTever, tied into identifiable landmarks located in the t,ear 

vici.ni ty. Contour interval is two feet. 

Site 40RE121 

40RE121 :rn described by Schroedl (1972,, 9, 12), but his account is limited 

to the area enclosed by the band split picket fence . (Hap 1) The mapping crew 

extended coverage E:.ast of the described. enclosed area and found tw·o addition-

al structures, a we.11-housc and a barn. Otherwise, the mapping operations served 

to locate preci sely the. features noted in Sc.hroedl 1 s description . 

In an effort to t::i.e the map to a permanent feature located on the U.S.

G.S. TVA 712 minute Elverton and Bethel Valley Quadrangle maps, a line was run 

from the southeast corner of the [ Exempted from Disclosure by Statute 

40P..El21 consists of the remains of a now collapsed fa.rm house with its 

associated outbnilclings. The shape and dimensions of the house are not clearly 

disce:rnable and so estimates had to be based upon t he surface configuration 

of the rubble. and standing stone supports. Remains of three chimneys, one 

standing, the other two collapsed, served to mark the exterior of the roughly 

L- shaped structure. The east-west an.n of the structure measures roughly 35 ft. 

x 1/+ ft. while the north-south arm is 35 ft. x 13 ft.; all measurements corres-

ponding to the slightly elevated area o.f debris. A shallow depression approx-

imately lLi ft. X 12 ft. in plan is located in the eastern extension of the 
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house and in ,ill likelihood is the result of collapse into a cellar. 

South of the house is a rubble pile and stone lined depression of a former 

root cellar. Remains of a log crib termed a cabin on map 1 were noted south 

of the root cellar , Originally the structur e measured about 15 ft. x 11 ft. 

but i s today in a state of almost total collapse. A plan of this structure. 

(Fig. 1) shows the collapse has been :relatively uniform in a northwe st di1:ection . 

Other remains no ted in Sch:rnedl I s repor t are a brick lined ,;rell, a four 

post shBd Dou th of the }1,ouse, the fence enclosing the house, and three pi ts 

north of the hou s e. Thrr, three pits measure appro::d.rn.ately 6 feet across and 

two feet det~p. Each i s · covered with a laye r of leaves and pine needles which 

appears to represent several year 's accumulation . This is underlain by a soil 

with little or no humus material present, The impression is that the three 

depressions with their absence of a humus layer are relatively recent excavations , 

possibly postdating the. occupnt:i.on of the house. Regardless. their function 

is unlmown .. 

Two gates providing access to the enclosure were located, one on the east 

near the four-post shed, the other on the west side of the enclosure near the 

log crib. Remains 0£ leather strep hinges were found on posts at both gates . 

An additional fence was noted which encloses an area west of the house. 

No structural features were obse:rved within this area. 

I mmediately s ou t h of the enclosure is a garbage dump area . The surface of 

this area is litte.red with rusted cans, 20th. century jars and bottles , etc. 

which serve to date at least a portion of the period during which the site was 

occupied. Also, south of the enclo sure i s a small r ectangular depression about 

2.5 feet in dep th. It's function i s unknown, although a suggestion that it 

was an outhouse pit seems reasonable. However, no remains of a shed or other 

wooden const ruc.tion were noted. 
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East of the houne Grea an>o two arldi.t'.lonr:l structures . The. fir st is a n ~ct-

angular well-house f.l feet x 5 fee t which cover s a c:Lrcu.lar stone 

lined well. The earthen mound accnt t o the well 10 f ee t x 13 fee t and 

4 feat high probably was accumul~tcd excavation of tbe 

well. The secm1d strw: tue is a barn, rectangular in plan. T11e dimensions of 

this stn1ct1ire, are approximate 2~nd are based on the presence of s t one foundation 

supports . 

v:e.11 hlst-c ric fa:rr.a ho1.ase ::1i.th a 

of associated strw::tures and oth;:s,r features. l t probably cw·as construct:-

ed the ltiltc:r part of the 19th . c entury , hu t exc.avati.on would be. require.cl 

to certify this suggestion. .Arldi.ti.onal f 0 a tures may be present i:mt were 

obscur ed by surface v0getation.. Ext e.nsion of the area sm:veye d could result 

in the l<)c:ttion of. other associated feature.s. for nothing 

of a smokehouse was found, eve.nthough, such a st:n.icture i s a very c.off'I'1on fe atut"E.! 

:in farmhouses such as this . 

Site !1 ORL120 ----·----

40RE120 is located [ Exempted from Disclosure by Statute 

]. 

The :remains consist of a collapsed house with a stand:tn.g limestone fireplace. 

Figures 2 an<l 3 show three views of the opposing be.arth fireplace . The house 

was mapped by estimating the original dimensions based on the 1:ema::i.ning debr:i.s . 

The corners were rather well defined by r emnining stone supports. The house 

appem~s to have bc,:m L-shaped with its g r eu test being slightly greater 

than 40 ft~ A 1tect:.1.ngu lar deJ>re ssion ,•:itlt.in the linrlts of the. house area 

appezirs to be t he r.ern.l1ins of a .limestone cellar .. The porch area rle l ,imitcd in 

the map ,,'Hb tentatively identified ns t he basis of the ar-ran1;;ernmt of support 

stone.s .. Such <1.n identification c2u1 not be positive t\titbout excavation ». A.lso, 

it s~ews unlikely that a would face a nrea a.s is sho1<11 in t he 
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map, A brick 

cistern is located just west of the structure . 

In addi tion to t he above mcnt:lon~d si:ructurcs, three other featu res 

were found . A s ma l l concentrn tion of line.s tone rocks abou. t 25 ft . north 

of t:h e house ,,m s plotted. The function of this feature i s unkn own, Second , 

a por tion of '" fence of spli t l ogs v:as found . 'fhe fen cc n m.s nor theast , a 

dis tar,ce of 66 feet. Probably it served at one time to cnclostt the 11ouse, 

bu t r:o ,Jchii t i onr.l evidence o f o f 

one post and 

-~1.Imma ~1,:: /;.QRE120 c onsists of a collapsed hous e wJ t h a standing f irepla ce , a 

cistern , and one as sociated shed. Ad <l :Ltion.::il a.ssoci:;i te<l structures are 

probably nearby, hut have not ye! t be e n discovered . 

• 
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FIGURE l- LOG CRIB-40 RE 121 



northeast comer 

F lGURE 2-CHIMNEY-40RE 120 
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[ FIGURE 3- FIREPLACE - 40RE 120 
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