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I am forwarding comments from ASME International in response to the above. 

Stacy Jarboe 
jarboe@asme.org 
ASME International 
1828 L Street, NW 
Suite 906 
Washington, DC 20036 

December 2, 1996 

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Re: Strategic Assessment Issue No. 5 Low-Level Waste 

DEC 2 

On May 17, 1995 the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) published a notice in the 
Federal Register (60 F 12102) on the termination of the Low Level 
Waste (LLW) Topical Report review program. The Nuclear Engineering Division of the 
Council on Engineering of ASME International submitted comments on 
September 25, 1995 to NRC stating that the program had provided guidance and 
standardization in this area. Furthermore, it was pointed out that continuation of the 
Topical Report review program based on a strict system of cost and schedule controls 
would be useful to the industry and would assure public safety. 

In a letter to ASME International dated October 30, 1995, the NRC stated that a 
strategic assessment would consider options regarding LLW, however, it would be 
highly unlikely that termination of the review program would be reversed . Further, the 
letter stated that fixed costs and review time would be difficult to implement and might 
be inequitable. 

Subsequently, an initiative was put forth to provide a national approval process for LLW 
disposal containers and waste forms in the absence of NRC involvement. This initiative 
is headed by the Host State Technical 
Coordinating Committee (TCC) and supported by the Conference of Radiation 
Control Program Directors (CRCPD). Conceptually, the process would consist of a 
published list of sanctioned laboratories and State entities which could perform the 
testing program called out in the Branch Technical 
Position on waste form issued by the NRC. Submittals and application fees for new 
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containers or waste forms would be made to the DOE National LLW 
Program which would coordinate the process. The National LLW Program has been 
able to determine fixed costs and the time period required for the review from data 
provided by the national laboratories that have performed such tests , and from 
experience in developing such review reports. 

The Nuclear Engineering Division of ASME International asks that consideration be 
given to this state-driven initiative during the NRC's selection of options for LLW 
regulation. Allowing the TCC and CRDPD to provide the national review process in this 
area would maintain safety levels while avoiding any budgetary burden on the NRC. 
Endorsement of such a state-driven initiative by the NRC should also be considered . 
Alternatively, should the NRC now deem it necessary to revive the Topical 
Report review program, it is imperative that fixed costs and review time periods be 
incorporated into the program. No commercial entity will submit an application without 
knowing before hand how long a review will take and what it will cost. Fixed costs and 
review periods are more important for commercial planning purposes than any slight 
inequities such a schedule may create. 

Several new solidification agents (e.g. , metal , glass, polymer) are now commercially 
available. None of these were ever submitted to the NRC as 
Topical Reports because no fixed fee review schedule was published for such 
applications. The transformation of a national approval process from one that limits 
new technology to one that enables new technologies is critical to improving public 
safety while reducing rate payer and taxpayer costs. 

We appreciate any consideration given to our recommendations and are available to 
respond to NRC comments or questions. Inquiries may be submitted to ASME 
International , 1828 L Street, NW, Suite 906, Washington, 
DC 20036; (202) 785-3756; Attn : Stacy Jarboe Uarboes@asme.org) . 

Sincerely, 

John Stanton 
Vice President 
Energy Conversion Group 
Council on Engineering 
ASME International 

ASME International is a non-profit technical and educational organization with 125,000 
members worldwide. The Society's members work in all sectors of the economy, 
including industry, academia and government. This letter represents the views of the 
Nuclear Engineering Division and is not necessarily a position of ASME International as 
a whole 


