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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION IV

611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400 .
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-8064 '

February 5, 1997

Mr. J. V. Parrish (MD 1023)

Chief Executive Officer

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-397/96-26 AND NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Dear Mr. Parrish:

An NRC inspection was conducted December 8, 1996, through January 18, 1997, at your
Washington Nuclear Project-2 reactor facility. The enclosed report presents the scope and
results of that inspection.

During the 6-week period covered by this inspection period, your conduct of activities at
the Washington Nuclear Project-2 facility was generally characterized by professional,

g safety-conscious operations. We found encouraging the prompt response demonstrated by
your Operations personnel during a reactor recirculation adjustable speed drive system
failure.

One violation of NRC requirements was identified during this inspection. An
out-of-calibration total core flow instrument was inappropriately utilized for Technical
Specification Surveillances. This issue is noteworthy because our review revealed that
several of your barriers failed to identify the problem.

The violation is cited in the enclosed Notice of Violation {Notice) and the circumstances
surrounding this violation are described in detail in the enclosed report. Please note that
you are required to respond to this letter and should follow the instructions specified in the
enclosed Notice when preparing your response. The NRC will use your response, in part,
to determine whether further enforcement action is necessary to ensure compliance with
regulatory requirements.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’s "Rules of Practice,”" a copy of this letter,
its enclosure(s), and your response will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room
(PDR). To the extent possible, your response should not include any personal privacy,
proprietary, or safeguards information so that it can be placed in the PDR without
redaction.
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Should you have any questions concerning this inspection, we will be pleased to discuss

them with you.

Sincerely,

\L\_Q\x_\.\&\wo\ ?\m \
17

J. E. Dyer, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket No.: 50-397
License No.: NPF-21

Enclosures:

1. Notice of Violation

2. NRC Inspection Report
50-397/96-26

cc w/enclosures:

Frederick S. Adair, Chairman

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, Washington 98504-3172

Mr. Paul R. Bemis (Mail Drop PE20)

Vice President, Nuclear Operations
Washington Public Power Supply Syztem
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Rodney L. Webring (Mail Drop PEOS8)
Vice President, Operations Support/PIO
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Greg O. Smith (Mail Drop 927M)
WNP-2 Plant General Manager
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968
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Mr. David A. Swank {Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Regulatory Affairs

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Al E. Mouncer {(Mail Drop 396)

Chief Counsel

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Ms. Lourdes C. Fernandez (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Licensing .
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Malcolm H. Phillips, Jr., Esq.
Winston & Strawn

1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-3502
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E-Mail report to T. Boyce (THB)
E-Mail report to NRR Event Tracking System (IPAS)
E-Mail report to Richard Correia (RPC) )
E-Mail report to Ronald Frahm, Jr. (RKF)

bcc to DMB (IEO1)

bcce distrib. by RIV:
L. J. Callan
DRP Director

Branch Chief (DRP/E, WCFO)
Senior Project Inspector (DRP/E, WCFO)
Branch Chief (DRP/TSS)
Leah Tremper (OC/LFDCB, MS: TWFN 9E10)
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