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UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION I V

611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400
ARLINGTON,TEXAS 76011 8064

JS -6 5N
J. V. Parrish, Chief Executive Officer
Washington Public Power Supply System
3000 George Washington Way
P.O. Box 968, MD 1023
Richland, Washington 99352

SUBJECT'ESPONSE TO GENERIC LETTER 96-06, "ASSURANCE OF EQUIPMENT
OPERABILITYAND CONTAINMENTINTEGRITY DURING DESIGN-BASIS
ACCIDENT CONDITIONS"

Thank you for your letter of October 30, 1996, in response to NRC Generic Letter 96-06.

Your letter identified a concern about the extensive resource expenditures needed to
respond to NRC requirements involving not only Generic Letter 96-06 but also several
upcoming NRC inspections, another generic letter, and a bulletin. Your letter implied that,
in addition to placing considerable burden on plant engineering and licensing resources,
safe plant operation might be affected.

Following the Oversight Panel meeting of November 14, 1996, additional discussion with
your staff clarified that continued safe plant operation was not affected by these activities,
although you emphasized that requested time constraints for responses to all items may be
difficultto achieve. We acknowledged your concern. However, we also emphasized that,
although these NRC requests impose a considerable burden, the significance of these
issues warrant timely response. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Ywca~J. E. Dyer. Director
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket: 50-397
License: NPF-21

CC:

Frederick S. Adair, Chairman
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, Washington 98504-3172
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Mr. Paul R. Bemis (Mail Drop PE20)
Vice President, Nuclear Operations
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Rodney L. Webring (Mail Drop PE08)
Vice President, Operations Support/PIO
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Greg O. Smith (Mail Drop 927M)
WNP-2 Plant General Manager
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. David A. Swank (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Regulatory Affairs
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Al E. Mouncer (Mail Drop 396)
Chief Counsel
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Ms. Lourdes C. Fernandez (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Licensing
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Malcolm H. Phillips, Jr., Esq.
Winston 5 Strawn
1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-3502
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bcc to DMB (IE51)

bcc distrib. by RIV:
L. J. Callan
DRP Director
Branch Chief (DRP/E, WCFO)
Senior Project Inspector (DRP/E, WCFO)
Branch Chief (DRP/TSS)
Leah Tremper (OC/LFDCB, MS: TWFN 9E10)

Resident Inspector
DRS-PSB
MIS System
RIV File
M. Hammond (PAO, WCFO)
WCFO File
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