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‘ UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION vV
211 ]YAN PLAZA DRIVE SUITE 200
ARLIIGTON TEXAS 76011.8C6

December 9, 1998

Mr. J. V. Parrish (Mail Drop 1023)

Chief Executive Officer

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REEORT 50-397/98-301
Dear Mr. Parrish:

From November 2-6, 1998, an initial licensing examination inspection was conducted at your
Washington Nuclear Project-2 reactor facility. The enclosed report presents the scope and
results of that inspection.

The inspection included an evaluation of 4 applicants for reactor operator licenses and
8 applicants for senior operator licenses. We determined that all 12 of the applicants satisfied
the requirements of 10 CFR Part 55 and the appropriate licenses have been issued.

While the submitted written examination was adequate, the operating test portion of the
examination including the administrative portion, and the facility and control'room systems
walkthrough portion were inadequate for administration, as submitted. Required changes
involved revision or replacement of follow up questions to job performance measures or
administrative questions to conform to the guidance in NUREG-1021, "Operator Licensing /
Examination Standards," Interim Revision 8.

These revisions were necessary to satisfy the NRC's individual test item expectations, )
consistent with the NRC’s Examination Standards. We reviewed our specific concerns and
recommendations with your staff and believe they now have a better understanding of the

NRC's examination expectations. We commend your staff for their prompt and effective efforts

to enhance the examinations with no adverse effect on the examination schedule.

Consequently, no further response to address this matter is required.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’s "Rules of Practice," a copy of th}ié letter and its
enclosure will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room (PDR).
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Washington Public Power Supply System -2-

Should you have any questions concerning this inspectidn, we will be pleased to discuss them
with you.

Sincerely,

7 —
PSR G S
7= John L. Pellet, Chief
- Operations Branch
Division of Reactor Safety
Docket No.:  50-397 ‘
License No.: NPF-21

Enclosure:
1. NRC Inspection Report
50-397/98-301

cc w/enclosure and Attachments 1-4:
William Shaeffer, Nuclear Training Manager
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

cc w/enclosure and Attachments 1-3:
Chairman

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, Washington 98504-3172

Mr. Rodney L. Webring (Mail Drop PE08)
Vice President, Operations Support/P1O
Washington Public Power Supply System
~ P.O.Box 968

Richlgnd, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Greg O. Smith (Mail Drop 927M)
WNP-2 Plant General Manager
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968 ,

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. D. W. Coleman (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Regulatory Affairs

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968

Richland, Washington 99352-0968
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Mr. Albert E. Mouncer (Mail Drop 396)
Chief Counsel

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968 .

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Mr. Paul Inserra (Mail Drop PE20)
Manager, Licensing

Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968 )

Richland, Washington 99352-0968

Perry D. Robinson, Esq.
Winston & Strawn

1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005-3502
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E-Mail report to Document Control Desk (DOCDESK)
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Regional Administrator

DRS Director
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Resident Inspector

DRP Director
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MIS System

RIV File

Branch Chief (DRP/TSS)
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R. Gallo (HOLB/NRR) (MS:9D4) '
L. Hurley
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