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NUCLEAR REGULATORYCOMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D. C. 20555

December 23, 1987

Mr. G. C. Sorensen, Manager
Regulatory Programs
Washington Public Power Supply System
P.O. Box 968
3000 George Washington Way
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Sorensen:

Subject: NRC REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF RHR-V-8/RHR-V-9 RESOLUTION (TAC f 63528)

On October 2, 1987 I wrote to you responding to your August 20, 1987 letter
in which you had identified WPPSS's preferred course of action for precluding
spurious opening of high-low interface valves RHR-V-8 and RHR-V-9 in the
event of a control room fire. In my response to you I pointed out that
the NRC staff has reservations about your preferred action. I encouraged you
to submit your proposal in a timely manner so that WPPSS might have time to
implement an alternative action during the next refueling outage should NRC
indeed deny your preferred action.

It is my understanding that you would like to resolve this issue to our
satisfaction without impacting on the schedule for restart following the
upcoming refueling outage. We have been advised informally that you are still
pursuing implementation of the action which you identified as preferred in
your August 20 letter. However to date we have not received proposed
amendments to the FSAR or the Technical Specifications which would permit
us to begin our safety review of your proposal.

In acknowledgement of the importance of this issue, I remind you that in my
letter to you dated May 13, 1987 we had expressed a need to resolve this
matter prior to the end of the 1987 refueling outage. Your reply of
June 3, 1987 informed us of procedures which you would follow to ensure that
resolution would be achieved prior to startup from the spring 1988 refueling
outage. In August I brought my licensing assistant and licensing project
mahager to the WNP-2 site to explain our licensing procedures to the WPPSS

staff and to impart an appreciation of the time requirements inherent in NRC

review procedures.
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l1r. G. C. Sorensen, Manager - 2-

Since no submittal on the subject has been received to date, I must conclude
that you fully understand that an untimely filing of a potentially flawed
proposal for NRC consideration could seriously impact restart after refueling.

Sincerely,
original signed

by

George ll. Knighton, Director
Project Directorate V

Division of Reactor Projects - III,
IV, V,and Special Projects

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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Nr. 8. C. Sorensen, Nanager
Nashfmton P blfc P'~r Supply Systm

MPPSS Nuclear Prospect No. 2
(WNP-2)

CC.
Nicholas S. Reynolds, Esq.Bfshop, Cook, Purcell

h Reynolds
1200 Seventeenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

«. 6- E- Doupe. Esqufre
Washfngton Public Power Supply SystemP. 0. Box 968
3000 George Washfngton WayRichland, Washington 99532

Hr. Curtfs Eschels Chairman
Ennergy Facility Site Evaluatfon CouncilHail Stop PY-11
01ympia, Washf ngton 98504

P. L. Powell, Lfcensfng HanagerWashington Public Power Supply SystemP. 0. Box 968, HD 956B
Richland, Washington 99352

Hr. A. Lee Oxsen
Assistant Hanapfng Director for OperationsWashington Public Power Supply SystemP. 0. Box 968, HD 1023
Richland, WA 99352

R. B. Glasscock, Director
Lfcensing and Assurance
Washington Public Power Supply SystemP. 0. Box 968, HD 280
Richland, Washington 99352

Hr. C. H. Powers
WNP-2 Plant Hanager
Washington Public Power Supply SystemP.,O. Bok HD 927H
Rich1and, Washfngton 99352

Regional Admfnfstrator, Regfon Y
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Coamfssfon
1450 Harfa Lane, Sufte 210
Walnut Creek, California 94596

Chaf rman
Benton County Board of Coaefssfoners
Prosser, Washington 99350
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