UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

October 17, 2017

Mr. Richard Bush, Program Manager
U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Legacy Management

2597 Legacy Way

Grand Junction, CO 81503

SUBJECT:  U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF RECEIPT OF
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY REPORT ENTITLED “UMTRCA DISPOSAL
CELL SITE SELECTION PROCESS”

Dear Mr. Bush:

I am writing in response to your letter, dated August 28, 2017, requesting U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) concurrence on the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) report
entitled “UMTRCA Disposal Cell Site Selection Process,” dated July 2017 (Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession Number ML17242A029).

Thank you for the opportunity to review the report. Under the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation
Control Act of 1978, if the DOE proposes to undertake subsequent remedial actions at a site
where the NRC has previously concurred with DOE’s determination that the remedial action at
the site has been completed, or to change its remediation strategy at a site currently undergoing
remediation, the NRC would need to review, and if appropriate, concur on the DOE’s proposal.
However, the NRC staff understands no such actions to be at issue here. Thus, the NRC is not
in a position to concur on DOE'’s site selection process.

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 2.390 of the
NRC'’s “Agency Rules of Practice and Procedure,” a copy of this letter will be available
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly
Available Records component of NRC’s ADAMS. ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Website
at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.
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If you have any questions concerning the NRC staff’s review of the report, please contact me at
301-415-6749 or by email at Dominick.Orlando@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Dominick A. Orlando, Senior Project Manager
Materials Decommissioning Branch
Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery,
and Waste Programs
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
ccC:
S. Austin, NN EPA
N. Honie, Hopi UMTRA
M. Roanhorse, NN UMTRA/ AML
J. Tallbull, NN UMTRA/AML
M. Yazzie, NN UMTRA/ AML
J. Carman, Navarro
B. Cook, Navarro
S. Marutzky, Navarro
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