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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Attn: Guy S. Vissing

Project Directorate I-1
Washington, D.C. 20555

Subject: Application for Amendment to Facility Operating License
Fuel Assembly Material Change
Rochester Gas and Electric Corporation
R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant
Docket No. 50-244

Dear Mr. Vissing:

The enclosed License Amendment Request (LAR) proposes to revise the Ginna Station
Improved Technical Specifications description of the fuel cladding material (TS 4.2.1) and to
update the list of references provided in Specification 5.6.5 for the Core Operating Limits
Report.

The LAR is being proposed since Rochester Gas and Electric (RG&E) plans to begin

inserting Westinghouse fuel assemblies containing fuel rods fabricated with the zirconium

alloy material ZIRLO into the R. E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant Cycle 28 core and beyond. )
These fuel assemblies will be fabricated with ZIRLO alloy to obtain additional operational //
benefit from the alloy’s improved corrosion resistance and dimensional stability under

irradiation. Evaluations and analyses have been performed to show that the current design

basis and limits remain valid as described within the attached LAR. /dzq

Since the material description change is required for loading the new fuel into the reactor
vessel during the 1999 Refueling Outage, RG&E desires to make the change as soon as
practicable. Therefore, we request NRC consideration of this LAR in order to support a
planned fuel loading start date of March 24, 1999, RG&E also requests a 14 day
implementation period following NRC approval (i.e., RG&E must receive NRC acceptance
of this LAR by March 10, 1999 to prevent impacting the outage critical path).
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Attachments

xc:  Mr. Guy S. Vissing (Mail Stop 14B2)
Project Directorate I-1
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Regional Administrator, Region 1
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

U.S. NRC Ginna Senior Resident Inspector

Mr. F. William Valentino, President

New York State Energy, Research, and Development Authority
Corporate Plaza West

286 Washington Avenue Extension

Albany, NY 12203-6399






