
  
 

NEVADA NUCLEAR WASTE TASK FORCE, INCORPORATED 
 
4587 Ermine Court       Non-profit/Public Advocacy 
Las Vegas, NV  89147       Judy Treichel, Exec. Director 
Phone:  702-248-1127       E-mail: judynwtf@aol.com    
Fax:  702-248-1128 
 
     August 12, 2017 
 
Andrew L. Bates 
Advisory Committee Management Officer 
Office of the Secretary  
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C.  20555-0001 
 
Re: Memorandum:   
“STAFF REQUIREMENTS – COMSECY-17-0019 – YUCCA MOUNTAIN PROJECT 
ACTIVITIES issued July 31, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Bates: 
 
As a member of the Licensing Support Network Advisory Review Panel (LSNARP), the Nevada 
Nuclear Waste Task Force submits the following comments on the above referenced memorandum. 
 
A memorandum dated May 25, 2017 was sent to Commissioners Svinicki, Baran and Burns from 
Annette L. Vietti-Cook, Secretary and E. Roy Hawkens, Chief Administrative Judge recommending 
that two information-gathering activities be performed.  One was to “conduct as many as three 
LSNARP meetings to provide information to, and gather input from, LSNARP members and the 
public regarding reconstitution of the LSN or a suitable replacement system.”   
 
After reviewing the recommendation, Commissioners Svinicki and Burns approved and 
Commissioner Baran opposed them.  In the comments submitted with their votes, none of the 
commissioners mentioned the potential for conducting “virtual” meetings.  However, COMSECY-
17-0019 directs the staff to conduct at least the first of the LSNARP meetings virtually.   
 
The Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force strongly opposes any virtual meetings, hearings or training 
sessions in regard to Yucca Mountain project activities.  Any meeting of the LSNARP, whether for 
training or information gathering, needs to be held where members and other interested participants 
can interact personally with each other, freely exchange ideas and opinions, and reach decisions 
together. 
 
The Task Force has a long history with the LSNARP and its workings.  In a letter that I wrote to 
Andrew Bates in June, 2003, objecting to changes that the Department of Energy wanted to make 
regarding submissions to the LSN, I wrote: 
 
 “The LSNARP has provided needed opportunities for exchange of ideas and 
 information that happens in no other forum.  If the Yucca Mountain project  eventually 
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becomes the subject of an electronic licensing process, it will be necessary for interested and 
involved parties to understand how to participate and the Panel is the unique source of that 
information.”  
  
Any efficiency virtues of the use of virtual technology are more than offset by the loss of the type of 
in-person exchange I called for in 2003.  Virtual meetings were never a consideration then and they 
should not become one now. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
     Judy Treichel 
     Executive Director 
 
P. S.  I received your letter dated August 11, 2017 regarding this topic.  I am willing to hear more 
and consider the use of webinars for familiarizing ourselves and others with the ADAMS LSN 
Library.  We remain firm in our opposition to a virtual meeting of the LSNARP. 
 
Cc: 
 
Victor McCree 
 
Marc Dapas 
 
Paul Bollwerk 
 
James Rubenstone 
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