
From: Richard E. Ayres
To: Pickett, Douglas
Cc: Jessica Olson Esq.; John H. Bernetich
Subject: [External_Sender] 2.206 "Meeting"
Date: Friday, July 29, 2016 11:50:22 AM

Doug —

I received your e-mail scheduling, as we had discussed, a telephone 2.206 “meeting" between 
the NRC and the Petitioners (Friends of the Earth, Clearwater, and NIRS) for August 11, at 2-
4:00 PM.

Our client Friends of the Earth (“Friends”) informs us that Friends filed a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request on May 2, 2016 requesting copies of a number of documents 
related to the issues presented in the Petition to the NRC that you are now reviewing.   
Friends’ request included specific documents and correspondence among specified NRC 
officials related to the degraded baffle former bolts at Indian Point units 2 & 3; ultrasonic test 
and visual test results regarding baffle former bolts at Indian Point unit 2; the licensee’s root 
cause analysis of the baffle former bolt degradation in unit 2; the basis for the NRC’s actions 
or inactions on the baffle bolt degradation matter at units 2 & 3 such as any reasons for not 
initiating a Special Augmented Inspection Team or Confirmatory Action Letter with respect to 
the baffle former bolt matter at Indian Point.  The request also asked for information regarding 
an operability assessment under all design basis conditions with as-found defective bolts for 
either reactor.

On May 3, 2016, Friends received a letter from the NRC’s FOIA office estimating that the 
completion of Friends’ request “will be on or before June 15, 2016.”  Despite this prediction, 
Friends has received none of the requested documents.

The requested documents are of obvious and fundamental relevance to Friends’ presentation to 
the NRC’s 2.206 panel.   We had expected, based on the NRC’s representation, that these 
documents would be available in time to be used to prepare for our “meeting" with you.  The 
unavailability of these documents will hobble our ability to participate effectively in a the 
2.206 panel “meeting."  

In order to allow Friends to provide its most informed commentary, and to avoid unfairly 
disadvantaging the petitioners, we request that the “meeting” now scheduled for August 11 be 
postponed until Friends has received the FOIA-ed documents and had time to read and 
understand them.  We also request that the 2.206 staff undertake whatever is necessary to 
expedite the NRC’S full response to Friends’ FOIA request.

Please let me know if these requests are agreeable to the NRC.

Sincerely yours,

Richard Ayres

Ayres Law Group LLP 
1707 L Street, N.W., Suite 850
Washington, D.C. 20036
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