i commonwe{@ Edison _ .
N, e One First Nation laza, Chicago, lllinois

-Address Reply to: Post Office Box 767
Chicago, lllinois 60690

BBS Ltr. #77-189 ° Match 9, 1977

Mr. James G. Keppler, Regional Director
Directorate of Regulatory Operations - Region III
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

Enclosed please find Reportable Occurrence repoft number 50-249/1977-3.
This report is being submitted to your office in"accordance with the Dresden
Nuclear Power Station Technical Specifications, Section 6,.6.B.

"B. Stephénson
Station Superintendent
Dresden Nuclear Power Station

BBS:jo

Enclosure

cc: Director of Inspection & Enforcemeht o

Director of Management Information & Program Control
File/NRC : - ‘
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION (Contlnued)

satlsfactorlly.

. The discovery of an averaging card circuit problem on APRM #6 prompted an
operability check of the remaining APRM averaging cards. During this check it
was discovered that the reed relay contacts on relay K11 (which connects the LPRM
16-09B input to averaging card Z29 of APRM #5) appeared to be physically separated.
As a result, upon coil energization, the contacts closed but failed to touch one
another, thus preventing the LPRM 16-09B input from entering the averaging cir-
cuitry of APRM #5. Furthermore, 15 additional LPRM input-related relays on Unit-3
were found to exhibit higher-than-average contact resistance.

As stated previously, the marginally functional reed rebay'contacts identified
for APRM #6 were replaced, as were the fall@dé)relay contacts for APRM #5 (both
units are General Electric Co. type GE l76Al405P003Jcomponents) The 15 Unit-3
LPRM's associated with the above-mentioned relays have been bypassed pending the
receipt of additional relays (which 'are presently on order). This action was
taken as ﬁéyatter of good operating practice. Since all APRM's on Unit-3 still
retain more than the required number of LPRM inputs, this event is considered
to be of little safety significance.

To ensure timely identification of any recurring failures, the Unit-3 APRM
averaging card relays will be checked again in approximately one year's time.
Although a similar relay failure was subsequently identified on Unit~2, this was
the first reported :fiailure of this nature at Dresden.





